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PAST AND PRESENT 

~ OF ~ 

CLINTON COUNTY 

~~~ 

J. MILTON FUREY 

  

J. Milton Furey, the author and compiler of this work, was born near the village of 

Pleasant Gap, Centre county, Pa., September 16th, 1857. His father was a farmer, and 

reared his son to the same calling. His early education was received at what was called 

the "Horn Town" school, named after the first settle or the place. He attended school 

during the winter and worked on the farm during the remainder of the year until 1877, 

when he left his home to seek his fortune in the far West. After a year spent in 



roaming, and failing to find the said fortune, he returned penniless and penitent to his 

home in Centre county, and again followed farming until December, 1879, when he 

started a bakery and confectionery in Bellefonte, Pa. The business was not a profitable 

one, and he soon gave it up, losing all he had invested. After spending a year in 

employments of a various nature, he entered the "Centre Hall Academy," as it was 

then called, where he remained one term. In January, 1882, he entered the Lock 

Haven Normal School, and graduated from that institution in July, 1883. After his 

graduation he secured a school in Montgomery county, Pa., where he taught one term. 

On the 25th of June, 1884, he was married to Ella Pauline Bigony, a daughter of Dr. F. 

W. Bigony, who is a prominent physician of Montgomery county, Pa. He taught the 

following winter at Pleasant Gap, and, in the spring of 1885, moved to Bellefonte. In 

the fall of the same year he was elected teacher of the colored school of that town, 

which position he held for two years. In 1887 he was elected principal of the North 

Ward Schools of Bellefonte, and re-elected in 1888. Having been elected principal of 

the Third Ward Grammar School of Lock Haven in July 1888, he resigned his 

position in the Bellefonte Schools and moved to the city of Lock Haven, where he has 

had charge of the said school up to the present time. In the summer of 1891, while 

preparing some work of an historical nature for one of the city papers, it was 

suggested to him by several friends that he publish a book of the same character. After 

giving the matter some thought he decided to undertake the task, with what result has 

already been shown. He has spent nearly a year of time and considerable money in the 

preparation of this work, which he hopes will meet its requirement, and satisfy its 

readers; if it does this he feels amply rewarded for his efforts in this his first literary 

venture. 

~ 

SKETCH OF JERRY CHURCH 

The name of Jerry Church is inseparable from the history of Clinton county and Lock 

Haven. It was through his efforts the county was formed and named, and to him we 

owe the existence of Lock Haven as the county seat. No book of this kind would be 

complete without a sketch of himself, which we now proceed to give, as we find it in 

a book entitled, "Travels of Jerry Church," which was written by himself, and 

published by a firm in Harrisburg in 1845. 

In the said book he informs the public that he was born in the town of Jericho, now 

called Bainbridge, in the state of New York, in 1796. His parents were formerly from 

the state of Vermont. His early education was received in the school of his native 

town, which was taught in the winter by a man, and in the summer by what they 

called a school-marm. He informs us that he like the summer school the best, and was 



somewhat sorry when he was expelled from the school for trying to kiss his teacher. 

This ended his education so far as the schools were concerned. And at the age of 

fourteen he went to work at making shingles, which was an important industry in his 

section at that time. 

He says he worked about two years at this business, and then stopped, giving as his 

excuse that hard work did not agree with him, and that it hurt his feelings. 

However, at the time he gave up the shingle business, he had managed to save 

between three and four hundred dollars. This he invested in cattle, and turned drover. 

The investment proved a failure, as he drove his cattle to Orange county, N.Y., and 

could not sell them at cost, hence he lost his time and labor, and he returned home 

with scarcely enough money to purchase a suit of clothes, which he states he was very 

much in need of at that particular time. He says: "his father advised him, at this period 

of his existence, to turn his attention to some other business, as he was not cut out for 

a drover. He therefore decided to become a musician, and purchased a violin, which 

his folds would not allow him to bring into the house, hence he was compelled to 

practice in the barn, which, he assures us, was a difficult task on cold days. However, 

he became sufficiently accomplished in the art so as to be able to play a few tunes in a 

fair and respectable manner, and was finally hired to travel with a wax figure 

exhibition as musician, a position which he greatly enjoyed, but which was not very 

profitable. 

He gave this up, and turned his attention to cutting and rafting lumber. He was 

assisted in the enterprise by an older brother. They cut their timber in the winter and 

in the spring, while rafting it down the Susquehanna, they lost control of their raft and 

it ran on an island, causing them serious loss, and when the lumber was marketed they 

had very little left for their season’s work. Once more he abandoned the lumber 

business, and decided to try his fortune in a Western country. In company with a 

carpenter friend named Solomon Dickey, he traveled through Canada, but as they did 

not like the Canadians very well they concluded to go to Olean Point, New York state. 

There they hired out to build boats and skiffs for the sum of $16 per month. He 

informs us that it was at this place he had the first streak of good luck in his life." He 

says: "I was invited to play the fiddle for a country ball, and received $25 for my 

services, which was quite a sum for the pocket of a poor boy." After working there for 

about four months, they made a boat for themselves and went down the Allegheny 

river to a place called Portsmouth, in Ohio, where they parted company and never saw 

each other again. 

Jerry Church, being left to himself, wandered around until he struck a place called 

Middleburn, in Ohio. Here he met a man named Parker, who had been a merchant in 

the vicinity of Church’s former home, at Jericho. 



He says: "Parker informed me that he was about to build a still-house for the 

manufacturing of whisky, which would pay him big, and if they could not make much 

money they could at least make enough whisky to cheer their drooping spirits and 

make them feel rich." He assisted his friend Parker to erect the house, and to 

manufacture whisky for nearly a year, when they purchased a boat and loaded it with 

cider and apples, and took their load down the Ohio to the Kenhawa river, and up that 

to Charleston, Virginia where they traded it for salt, which they carried back and 

traded for bacon, flour, potatoes or anything in the shape of produce. He followed this 

business for about a year, when he gave it up and hired with the captain of a produce 

boat at fifty cents per day. The work being hard, and the pay not enough, he soon gave 

up the business, and in company with a Frenchman started a store boat. They loaded 

their boat at a small town below Cincinnati with store goods of all descriptions, and 

sailed down the river, stopping at every town until they had sold their stock, when 

they also sold the boat and gave up business. His next venture was the wax figure 

business, which he followed for a season, until he was taken sick with the ague, which 

compelled him to remain idle for nearly a year. He next became a clerk in a little 

country store, and afterwards turned peddler; which business seemed to flourish to 

such an extent, that he finally saved enough money to start a store of his own, which 

he did in the house of a farmer who resided on the bank of the Licking river. He 

remained for a year, when a desire to return home seized him and he gave up business, 

and after purchasing a horse and wagon started for the home of his youth. He traveled 

through the state of Ohio, and finally arrived at Harrisburg, the capital of 

Pennsylvania, where he met a brother and sister of his, the former being a resident of 

the town, and the latter being there on a visit. His sister accompanied him to Jericho, 

where they found their mother, brothers and sisters, their father having died previous 

to this time. He next went into the store business with an older brother, at a place 

called Colesville, in Brown county, N.Y. The people of that section were poor, and 

nearly everything purchased at the store was paid for in lumber, shingles, etc. 

The business becoming monotonous to him, he took what lumber he could collect and 

rafted it down the Susquehanna and sold it at Marietta. After this he traveled through 

several of the Southern states, visiting the gold fields of North Carolina; going from 

there to Tennessee and Missouri, and finally through quite a number of the Western 

states. He was accompanied on this expedition by one of his brothers, and they took 

up a homestead near the town of Ottawa, Ill. They remained on their land about a 

year, when the brother became tired of the West, and decided to return to his home in 

the east. So they laid out their land into lots and started in a wagon, drawn by oxen, 

for the town of Chicago, a distance of eighty miles. 

Chicago at that time contained about six houses, and was occupied by the French and 

Indians. Jerry Church says: "We then took passage in a wagon that was going to 



Michigan through the Indian country without any road. On our trip we came to the 

home of an old Frenchman who had married an Indian squaw, and who had three 

pretty daughters. My brother fell in love with one of the girls and wanted to stay and 

be an Ingun, but I persuaded him to travel on. Although he said he would just as soon 

be an Ingun as not, if he could live with one of those pretty girls." 

They traveled for some time through the state of Michigan, visited Detroit, then went 

to Buffalo, N.Y., and took a steamboat for Cleveland, Ohio. Here his brother left him 

and went to Tennessee to buy some land, and Jerry himself went back to Illinois to 

look after the town they had laid out on their homestead. On the way he met a man 

who had been to their new town, and who offered a wagon load of goods, wagon and 

horse included, for the Churchs’ interest in the land. The trade was made, and once 

more Jerry Church was a full-fledged peddler. He traveled from place to place until he 

landed at St. Louis, where he sold his outfit and took passage on a steamer for New 

Orleans. Here his fever and ague came on him again, and he decided to return home if 

he could get there. He found a vessel about ready to sail for Philadelphia. He says: "I 

went aboard and asked to see the captain. They told me to walk down stairs into the 

cabin. I told them I could not do that, as I was too weak to walk anywhere. The 

captain then came up and I asked him if he could take a passenger to Philadelphia. He 

said he could not take me as I was too much of a skeleton to stand the voyage. I told 

him I wanted to go, and had the money to pay my fare, and it made no difference to 

him whether I could stand the trip or not so as he got the money. If I died he should 

wrap me in a blanket and toss me into the ocean. He said all right, I could go, which 

was very good news to me indeed." 

The vessel stopped for the winter at the mouth of Morris river, about sixty miles from 

Philadelphia, and our hero was compelled to travel by land, which he did, and finally 

arrived at New Cumberland, at the home of his brother Robert. He next drifted to 

Middletown, where he made his home with a sister for a time. His next move was to 

invest in government lands in several of the Southern states; these he sold, and was 

thus placed once more on the road to prosperity. He then came to the town of 

Williamsport and laid out what is called "Church’s Addition" on a farm of 103 acres, 

which cost him and his brother Francis, who was at that time a resident of Wellsboro, 

Tioga county, $10,000. This investment was a profitable one, and the two brother 

proceeded from Williamsport to Derrstown (now Lewisburg), where they purchased a 

tract of 125 acres for the sum of $5,625. Jerry Church says in connection with this 

purchase: "Having been in the habit of making towns, we got the idea into our heads 

that we could make one most any where, so we concluded to try a small one on the 

opposite side of the river from Lewisburg. While we did not do them much harm as a 

rival, they were glad to buy of us at a big price. Two days after we had purchased it 

for $45 per acre, we laid out the land into streets and alleys, and called it Churchville. 



We sold the whole tract inside of two weeks, making considerable money but not 

much of a town." The brothers then went to Harrisburg, where they purchased a small 

mill patent, a mill and threshing machine, horse power, and all the apparatus for 

setting them in motion at any place. They shipped their purchase by canal to Pittsburg, 

and started with a carriage and tem of horses for that Western city. Upon their arrival 

there they found their machinery all right. They determined to ship the whole concern 

to Louisville. They accosted the captain of a ship and asked him if he carried freight. 

He said he could carry all they had. Jerry Church then informed him that they wanted 

him to take two "Churches," a grist mill, a saw mill, and a carriage and two horses. 

The captain waxed angry and told them he could not carry such freight, butt when 

informed as to the weight of the articles he changed his mind, and they landed at 

Louisville, where they tried their machinery, which failed to work. They finally sold 

out the concern and drifted from place to place until they found themselves in 

Chicago, where the two brothers parted company, the one going to the far west and 

Jerry Church returning to found the present city of Lock Haven. His story concerning 

the founding of Lock Haven we will give under another head. 

Many different stories have been told concerning the peculiarities of Jerry Church, but 

what he says of himself in the little book of which we have spoken gives a better idea 

of his real character than what anyone else can say about him. It is the opinion of all 

who were originally acquainted with the man that he at one time intended making his 

home in Lock Haven. He built himself a peculiar dwelling a few rods below the old 

Court House, of which he speaks as follows: "In order to carry out my originality I 

built an office in the town standing eight feet above the ground, on thirteen large posts 

or pillars, to represent out thirteen Continental states. In the first place it is made by 

placing thirteen large pine trees five feet in the ground, and thirty feet long, in their 

natural state, with the exception of taking the bark off, and painting them in imitation 

of marble, with a fourteen feet room formed inside of the posts, so as to form a 

balustrade all around it; and the roof projecting over so as to protect the building. I 

concluded, when I was making it, that it was an odd looking office, and different from 

anyone I had seen in this country. And as I was no lawyer, and could not expect any 

notice or business in that way, I concluded that I would build my office so that clients 

might look at it without expense. If I am not very much mistaken, they would make as 

much at that as they would if I had been a lawyer myself. I had a number of scientific 

gentlemen to view the little building, and they always asked what order I intended it 

to be. I told them I never did anything according to order — it was all a matter of 

taste; that I never learned anything by note, and therefore could not inform them any 

more than that it was my own order, and that appeared to satisfy their inquiries always. 

I had always concluded that there was no chance for me to have any kind of a 

monument erected in remembrance of me, unless I should place some of my odd 

matters and things before the public myself, so that they could not all pass by without 



observing that some person had been there before." He also says: "I had a summer 

seat built in the first place at Lock Haven, so that if I got tired I could go up and take a 

rest. It was formed in a cluster of black walnut trees. It was twenty-five feet from the 

ground, forty feet long, and seven feet wide, placed so as to be supported by the trees, 

banistered, and a seat running all around, and winding stairs up one of the trees. And I 

must say that when I went up on to the upper seat I felt like a bird. I had it painted by 

a German painter, and I told him that I would like to have it made like marble; but as 

he did not understand English very well he made it what I call ‘Dutch marble,’ — all 

full of white and black spots. The natives of that country thought it was a wonderful 

thing, that I should throw away my money so, to make a nice seat to sit on, and asked 

me why I did so. I told them that I sat far more comfortable on the seat than I could on 

a bag of dollars. So they gave it up. It has ever since gone by the name of ‘Church’s 

Folly.’ However all were willing to take a seat with me now and then." It is very 

natural to suppose that after a man had founded a town, and lived to see it become as 

prosperous as Lock Haven, he would be desirous of remaining in it in order to secure 

some of the honors if not the financial benefits of its prosperity. But such was not the 

case with Jerry Church. He seemed to have had a mania for laying out towns, and, 

after he saw them fairly started, to leave them to their fate. He watched the growth and 

fought the battles for his new town of Lock Haven until 1845, when he once more 

turned his face westward, where he remained until his death, which took place in 

Carlisle, Iowa, November 1, 1874. He made several visits to Lock Haven, the last one 

being made in 1865. At this time he was honored by the citizens with a 

complimentary supper. 

In alluding to his death The Indianola Tribune, of Carlisle, Iowa, gives the following 

sketch of the closing years of his life: 

"One of the earliest pioneers, and one of the most remarkable men of Central Iowa, 

has ended a life of adventure such as it has been the fortune of few to live. In the year 

1845 he came West to Des Moines while the Indians were yet in possession of the 

country, and in 1846 laid out the town of Dudley, about two miles east of Carlisle, on 

the Des Moines river, which place he abandoned in 1851, after the great freshet of that 

year had mad sad havoc with his embryo city. He then moved to Carlisle, which he 

had in the meantime laid out. Soon after he went to Kansas, and in furtherance of his 

mania for laying out towns, he laid out the town of Franklin, near Lawrence, which, 

however, was another failure, and he spent most of the time for some years at Carlisle, 

until a few years since he went to Nebraska, and, carrying out his desire for pioneer 

life, took a homestead. He remained in Nebraska until brought back by Dr. Hull to the 

home of his pioneer days, where on Sunday, November 1st, Uncle Jerry breathed his 

last, and was buried by the loving hands of those who had known him so long and so 

well. We have sketched thus fully the details of his adventures to show the natural 



vent of his life, and his nature as a pioneer. While Uncle Jerry was never a prominent 

man in society, or in state or nation, yet he was one of those men whom it was a 

pleasure to know; one of those strong, sensible, sturdy pioneers to whom our country 

owes so much; one of those who were the forerunners of a more advanced 

civilization, who prepared the way for the inhabitants of the West, and moulded to a 

great extent the course and destiny of a great and prosperous country. Dangers had no 

terror for him, and his whole life was spent in their very midst. He was plain and blunt 

in the expression of his opinions, which were always strong and well taken. He was 

very charitable, almost so to a fault, and no poor man or woman ever appealed for 

assistance in vain to his kindly heart. To the children Uncle Jerry was almost a 

divinity; so kindly in all his actions, so full of his narratives of adventures of frontier 

life, in which they delight, that he was a welcome visitor at every hearthstone, and the 

friend and intimate of all who knew him. Enemies he had none, nor could have had, 

for everything in his nature was such as to make only friends. In his religious belief he 

was a consistent Universalist. His religious faith was firm to the end, and his sad 

burial rites were performed by a minister of that denomination, the fortunes of which 

he had followed, and the success of he had desired so long." 

~ 

SKETCH OF CLINTON COUNTY 

Previous to March 11th, 1762, the territory embraced within the present limits of 

Clinton county was a portion of Chester, one of the original counties into which the 

province of Pennsylvania was divided by William Penn. On the above named date 

Berks county was formed, taking that part of Chester which contained what is now 

Clinton. By Act of March 21st, 1772, Northumberland county was taken in part from 

Berks and included the present Clinton. When Lycoming county was taken from 

Northumberland, in 1795, it also contained all the territory now embraced in Clinton 

county, a part of which was included in the formation of Centre, in 1800. Therefore, 

when Clinton was organized by Act of 1839, it took portions of Centre and Lycoming. 

The townships of Bald Eagle, Lamar and Logan were taken from Centre county, and 

the others from Lycoming. Section I of the Act organizing the county of Clinton reads 

as follows: 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, in General assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 

the same, That all those parts of the counties of Lycoming and Centre, and lying 

within the following boundaries, viz: Beginning at Pine Creek, where the north line of 

Lycoming county crosses said creek; thence a straight line to the house of William 

Herrod; thence following the Coudersport and Jersey Shore turnpike, the several 



courses and distances thereof, to the middle of Pine creek; thence down the said creek, 

the several courses thereof, to its junction with the West Branch of the river 

Susquehanna; thence a straight line to the northeast corner of Centre county, thence to 

include Logan, Lamar and Bald Eagle townships in Centre county; thence along the 

Lycoming county line to the southwest corner of said county; thence by the lines of 

Clearfield, McKean, Potter and Tioga counties to the place of beginning, and the same 

is hereby created into a separate county, to be called ‘Clinton,’ the seat of justice to be 

fixed by commissioners hereinafter appointed." 

Clinton county as well as Lock Haven, its county seat, owes its origin to the exertions 

of Jerry Church. The efforts made by Mr. Church to organize a county were strongly 

opposed by leading citizens of both Centre and Lycoming counties. 

Jerry Church, in his original manner, gives his own account of the organization of the 

county, which is a follows: "I now undertook to divide the counties of Lycoming and 

Centre, and make a new county, to be called Clinton. I had petitions printed to that 

effect, and sent them to Harrisburg, to have them presented to the Legislature, and 

then went down myself to have the matter represented in good order. My friend, John 

Gamble, was our member from Lycoming at that time, and he reported a bill. The 

people of the town of Williamsport, the county seat of Lycoming, and Bellefonte, the 

county seat of Centre county, then had to be up and be doing something to prevent the 

division; and they commenced pouring in their remonstrances, and praying aloud to 

the Legislature not to have any part of either county taken off for the purpose of 

making a new one, for it was nothing more or less than some of Jerry Church’s 

Yankee notions. However, I did not despair. I still kept asking every year, for three 

successive years, and attended the Legislature myself every winter. In then had a 

gentleman who had become a citizen of the town of Lock Have, by the name of John 

Moorhead, who harped in with me — a very large, portly looking man, and rather the 

best borer in town; and, by and the bye, a very clever man. We entered into the 

division together. We had to state a great number of facts to the members of the 

Legislature, and perhaps something more, in order to obtain full justice. We continued 

on for nearly three years longer, knocking at the mercy seat, and at last we received 

the law creating the county of Clinton. In the year 1839 the county was organized by 

the Hon. Judge Burnside." 

When the question of a new county was being discussed by the inhabitants interested, 

the name of "Eagle" was proposed and adopted, and petitions with that name 

presented to the Legislature, but after several unsuccessful attempts to obtain the 

required legislation, the name was dropped and the name of Clinton substituted as a 

ruse, intended to mislead the opponents of the new county movement. As the 

opposition in the Legislature had been so long and vigorously made against the 

forming of Eagle county, when that name which had become familiar to every 



member ceased to be presented, and Clinton appeared, the required act was passed 

before many of the members knew that the name belonged to the same territory they 

had been voting against for several successive winters. 

Immediately after the county was organized, three commissioners, Colonel Cresswell, 

Major Colt and Joseph Brestel, were appointed to locate the county seat. There were 

several places anxious for the honor about to be conferred, but after viewing and 

considering all other locations, Lock Haven was chosen as the most desirable and 

appropriate place. Accordingly, a site was selected for the public buildings near the 

lower end of the town, three squares from the river, and sufficient land for the purpose 

donated by Jerry Church. Soon after the building of the old Court House was begun 

by John Moorhead, Robert Irwin and George Hower, and completed in 1842 at a cost 

of $12,000. In the meantime the courts were held and all other county business 

transacted in the public house of W. W. Barker, a portion of which was rented for 

county purposes. The following extract from a speech delivered at the dedication of 

the "New Court House," February 8th, 1869, by H.T. Beardsley, Esq, will give our 

readers an idea of the place and manner in which the public business of that early day 

was conducted. The facts which the following sketch contains makes it part of the 

history of Clinton county: 

"This county was organized and thee first court held in December 1839. The court 

then, and for the years 1841 and 1842, was held in a part of a two-story frame 

building that then stood on Water street, above the canal, known as ‘Barker’s Tavern.’ 

That house was burned down in 1855. It was what is known as a double front — that 

is, two rooms in front, with a hall between these rooms. The part on the east side of 

the hall was the court room, and was about twenty-eight feet in length by sixteen in 

width. Think of it, a court room 28x16! Over this court room, in the second story, 

were the county officers, being two in number, and in size about 14x16 feet each. The 

front one was used as the commissioners and treasurer’s office; and the back one as 

the office of the prothonotary, register and recorder, clerk of the courts, etc., one man 

easily performing all the duties in the last mentioned office. You may be curious to 

know where the sheriff’s office was. ‘Old Sheriff Miller’ discharged the duties of that 

office at the period of which I am speaking. I recollect him well. A dark-visaged, good 

natured, genial man; but that does not inform you where he had his office. It was not 

in the Court House, nor was it in his own dwelling in Dunnstown, nor, may I add, was 

it in any other house in Lock Haven, Dunnstown, or Clinton county. All who recollect 

him will witness that he wore a high-crowned hat, and allow me to inform you, that in 

that hat he kept his office. He placed an empty cigar box in the prothonotary’s office, 

in which that official placed the writs that were occasionally issued, marking the day 

and hour of their being so deposited, and that was considered a delivery to the sheriff, 

who, upon coming to town, would transfer them to his hat, and the records of this 



court will show that very many of them never found their way back to the Court 

House. This brief sketch of our early judicial organization will revive old and 

probably pleasant recollections in some, and will be a matter of news to many, who 

have cast their lot amongst us in later years. I have no hesitation in saying that those 

primitive surroundings of our early history, taking into consideration the population of 

our town and county, at that time, and comparing it with the present, met more fully 

the wants and requirements of the Court and community at that time than the building 

we have just vacated did at the present time." At the first term of court, which was 

opened December 16th, 1839, Hon. Thomas Burnside was President Judge, John 

Fleming and George Crawford, Associates. The following named attorneys were 

admitted to practice in the several courts of Clinton county: 

Francis C. Campbell, John Blanchard, Joseph B. Anthony, Anson V. Parsons, H. N. 

McAllister, Andrew G. Curtin, Robert Fleming, James Gamble, H. M. Bliss, James 

Armstrong, Henry D. Ellis, Bond Valentine, James McManus, James T. Hale, James 

Burnside, John Hoffman, William M. Patterson, Theodore Friend, F. A. Gwenner, 

Richard Williams. During the year 1840 the following attorneys were admitted to 

practice: Richard Williams, Adolphus D. Wilson, George W. Carskaddon, J. W. 

Maynard, H. T. Beardsley and Levi A Mackey. 

The docket in which the records of the first court was recorded was not a large book, 

yet it was used for three years. Of the attorneys who practiced in Clinton county 

courts at the organization of the county, none are seen at the bar at the present time. 

As the population and business of the county increased, it was found that the Court 

house, built in 1842, was inadequate to the wants of the community. Therefore, it was 

decided to erect a new one. Accordingly, a location was selected on Water street, just 

above the canal, and the present elegant Court House was built, Colonel A. C. Noyes, 

J. F. Batcheler and Dr. Samuel Adams having the contract for $93,000. This new 

Court House was formally dedicated February 8th, 1869, on which occasion the Hon. 

C. A. Mayer, President Judge of the district, and H. T. Beardsley, Esq., delivered the 

addresses. 

The pioneer jail of the county was the cellar of the building known as "Barker’s 

Tavern." William Wyckoff was the first, and in fact the only prisoner ever 

incarcerated in this prison. 

The first jail built in Clinton county was constructed of logs, and stood near the site of 

the present jail, on Church street. It was not very large; yet it had accommodations for 

the sheriff and his family, besides plenty of room for the comfort and convenience of 

transient boarders, who had, as a rule, no particular desire to escape from the 

hospitable shelter of James Chatham, the first sheriff who live in the log jail. 



The present Jail was built during 1851 and 1852. The contractor was Anthony 

Kleckner. The original cost of the structure was $5,575. The front of the building was 

built of brick, and contained apartments for the sheriff and his family. The back part 

was built of stone, and contained the cells and yard for the prisoners. In 1871 and 

1872 the building was enlarged by Brown, Blackburn & Curtin, contractors, for the 

sum of $22,240. The present modern edifice is a substantial building, and contains 

apartments for the sheriff and family, and has twenty-three strong, well ventilated 

cells for the prisoners. It is surrounded by a high wall, which extends back to the 

alley. The first sheriff to occupy the new jail in 1852 was Robert Irwin, who served 

from 1851 to 1854. The first to occupy the building after it had been remodeled, in 

1871 and 1872, was W. H. Brown. 

The first and only execution that ever took place in Clinton county was the hanging of 

Luther Shaffer, for the murder of Isaiah and Nora Colby. Shaffer was hanged in the 

jail yard, on a gallows brought from Williamsport for the purpose, on Wednesday, 

April 4th, 1888. 

The first election in Clinton county was after its organization was held, on the second 

Tuesday of October, 1839. On this occasion the following officials were elected: 

Robert Fleming, state senator, for the district comprising the counties of 

Northumberland, Centre, Clinton and Lycoming. Isaac Bruner and James Laverty 

were chosen Representatives, to represent the district comprising the counties of 

Lycoming, Clearfield and Clinton. James Laverty resigned, and, in conformity with 

public invitation, the Democrats of the county assembled in the Court House for the 

purpose of nominating his successor. A dispute arose as to who should act as 

chairman of the meeting, those present being about equally divided between John 

Fleming and David McCormick. After several ineffectual attempts to organize, a 

gentleman, who was acting as temporary chairman, suggested that both sides go out 

into the street and stand in line, so that each side could be counted. The suggestion 

was acted upon, but even then both sides claimed the greatest number, and finally the 

friends of John Fleming entered the court room and placed their man in the chair. 

They immediately proceeded to business by appointing a committee of fifteen to draft 

a preamble and resolutions, expressive of the sense of the meeting. Conferees were 

appointed, with instructions to do all in their power to secure the nomination of John 

Moorhead, Esq. Meanwhile David McCormick’s friends repaired to the hotel of J. P. 

Huling, where they organized, drew up a preamble and resolutions, and appointed 

conferees, instructing them to secure the nomination of George Leidy. David 

McCormick was president of the McCormick meeting; John Kryder and J. M. 

Gallauher, vice-presidents. T. A. Friend, Esq., stated the object of the meeting and 

submitted the resolution. This meeting nominated George Leidy, and appointed T. P. 

Simmons and Colonel John Smyth conferees. On the following Monday the conferees 



from the several counties met at the hotel J. P. Huling. The two factions from Clinton 

appeared and claimed seats. After an investigation it was decided that one out of each 

set should be allowed to take part in the proceeding of the meeting. They at once 

proceeded to vote, and on the twelfth ballot George Leidy, of Salona, Clinton county, 

Pa., was duly nominated. 

The sheriff elected at the first election was John Miller; commissioners, Hugh White, 

Robert Bridgens and Anthony Kleckner; auditors, Joseph Quay, Cephas Balcheler and 

John H. Chatham; coroner, James Carskaddon. 

The first prothonotary elected in Clinton county was Philip Krebs, elected in October, 

1840. Thomas Simmons, who was the first treasurer of the county, was elected the 

same year. 

Clinton county has had nine president judges. 

The first was Hon. Thomas Burnside, who served from December, 1839, to May term, 

1841. 

Hon. George W. Woodward — served from September term, 1841, to February term, 

1851. 

Hon. James T. Hale — held but two courts, viz: May and September terms, 1851. 

Hon. Alexander Jordon — served from December term, 1851, to May term 1853. 

Hon. James Burnside — served from September term, 1853, to May term, 1859. 

Hon. James Gamble — held but one court, viz: September term, 1859. 

Hon. Samuel Linn — served from December term, 1859, to May term, 1868. 

Hon. J. B. McNally — held but one court, viz: September term, 1868, and Hon. 

Charles A. Mayer, who was elected in 1868, re-elected in 1878, and again re-elected 

in 18888, and who is now serving his third term. 

Additional Law Judge — John H. Orvis, 1874. 

~ 

ASSOCIATE JUDGES 



Associate judges from 1839 to the present time were: 

John Fleming and George Crawford served from December, 1839, to February, 1845. 

George Leidy and John M. Gallauher from February, 1845, to February, 1850. 

George Leidy died before the expiration of his term, and George Bressler was 

appointed to fill the vacancy. 

George C. Harvey and John Graffius from December, 1850, to December, 1856. 

Nathanael Hanna and Anthony Kleckner from December, 1856, to December, 1861. 

Anthony Kleckner died in the fall of 1861, and Hon. William Parsons was appointed 

by Governor Packer to fill the vacancy. 

Joseph F. Quay and Cephas Batcheler, from December, 1861, to December 1866. 

William Parsons and George Warrick, from December, 1866, to December, 1871. 

William Dunn and Coleman Grugan, from December, 1871, to December, 1876. 

John W. Smith and Cline Quigley, from December, 1876, to December, 1881. 

William W. Rankin and Isaac Frantz, from December, 1881, to December, 1886. 

James W. Crawford and W. K. Chesnut was a elected in November, 1886; the latter 

resigned in the spring of 1890, and George R. McCrea was appointed to fill the 

vacancy until the next regular election. In November, 1891, James W. Clark was 

elected for the regular term of five years. The first term of Judge Crawford expired in 

December, 1891, but he was re-elected for his second term; thus the associate judges 

at the present time are James W. Clark and James Crawford; the term of the former 

will expire in December, 1895, and the term of the latter in December, 1896. 

~ 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

1839 — George Leidy. 

1840 — James Gamble, George Leidy. 

1841 — George R. Barret. 



1842 — George R. Barret, George F. Boal. 

1843 — John L. Cook, George F. Boal. 

1844 — John Smith, Andrew A. Stewart. 

1845 — Andrew A. Stewart, Timothy Ives. 

1846 — Timothy Ives, Benjamin F. Pawling. 

1847 — William F. Packer, Timothy Ives. 

1848 — William F. Packer, John Smyth. 

1849 — William Dunn, William Brindle. 

1850 — William Dunn, William Brindle. 

1851 — Joseph B. Torbert, John M. Kilburn. 

1852 — Joseph B. Torbert, John M. Kilburn. 

1853 — George J. Eldred, John B. Beck. 

1854 — William Fearon, Thomas Wood. 

1855 — John C. McGhee, Samuel Caldwell. 

1856 — Isaac Benson, J. W. B. Petrikin. 

1857 — Thomas W. Loyd, David K. Jackman. 

1858 — Lindsly Mehaffey, William Fearon. 

1859 — George A. Achenbach, Robert Crane. 

1860 — H. C. Bressler, William H. Armstrong. 

1861 — William H. Armstrong, James Chatham. 

1862 — Amos C. Noys, John B. Beck. 

1863 — Amos C. Noys, John B. Beck. 



1864 — E. B. Eldred. 

1865 — E. B. Eldred. 

1866 — G. O. Deise. 

1867 — G. O. Deise, 

1868 — W. J. Davis. 

1869 — A. B. Armstrong. 

1870 — A. C. Noyes. 

1871 — A. C. Noyes 

1872 — A. C. Noyes, Samuel Wilson. 

1873 — H. W. Petrekin, Richard Bedford. 

1874 — George A. Achenbach. 

1875 — George A. Achenbach. 

1876 — A. J. Quigly. 

1877 — A. J. Quigly. 

1878 — George J. Eldred. 

1879 — George J. Eldred. 

1880 — J. C. C. Whaley — died in office. 

1881 — S. Woods Caldwell, elected vice Whaley died. 

1882 — Joseph W. Merrey. 

1884 — Joseph W. Merrey. 

1886 — John U. Shaffer. 

1888 — John U. Shaffer. 



1890 — James C. Quiggle. 

Delegate to Constitutional Convention, 1873. — George A. Achenbach 

~ 

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

The first district attorney was: 

James W. Quiggle, elected in 1850. 

Tobias T. Abrams, elected in 1853. 

Charles A. Mayer, elected in 1856. 

G. Omet Deise, elected in 1859. 

G. Omet Deise, re-elected in 1862. 

C. S. McCormick, elected in 1865. 

James M. Deise, elected in 1868. 

James M. Deise, re-elected in 1871. 

William Parsons, Jr., elected in 1874, resigned in 1876. 

W. H. Clough, appointed in 1876. 

W. H. Clough, elected in 1877. 

George A. Brown, elected in 1881. 

George A. Brown, re-elected in 1884. 

A. W. Brungard, elected in 1887. 

A. W. Brungard, re-elected in 1890. 

~ 

SHERIFFS. 



John Miller, elected in 1839. 

John P. McElrath, elected in 1842. 

Jared P. Huling, elected in 1845. 

James Chatham, elected in 1848. 

Robert Irwin, elected in 1851. 

M. Q. Stewart, elected in 1854. 

Thomas McGhee, elected in 1857. 

Robert Hanna, elected in 1860. 

John W. Smith, elected in 1863. 

A. S. Fleming, elected in 1866. 

John W. Smith, elected in 1869. 

John W. Fleming, elected in 1872. 

John Candor, elected in 1875. 

R. S. Barker, elected in 1878. 

Peter B. Smith, elected in 1881. 

D. M. May, elected in 1884. 

W. J. Leahy, elected in 1887. 

W. Marshall Everhart, elected in 1890. 

~ 

PROTHONOTARIES 

Philip Krebs, elected in 1840. 

William Fearon, elected in 1843. 



John B. Wagner, elected in 1846. 

Thomas McGhee, elected in 1849. 

Thomas McGhee, re-elected in 1852. 

Robert Irwin, elected in 1855. 

Johnathan Moyer, elected in 1858. 

William L. Hamilton, elected in 1861. 

W. H. Brown, elected in 1864. 

W. H. Brown, re-elected in 1867. 

W. H. Brown, re-elected in 1870. 

W. H. Brown, re-elected in 1873. 

George W. Batcheler, elected in 1886. 

George W. Batcheler, re-elected in 1879. 

L. R. McGill, elected in 1882. 

L. R. McGill, re-elected in 1885. 

McGill died in 1886, and J. F. Brown was appointed to fill out the unexpired term. 

J. F. Brown, elected in 1887. 

J. F. Brown, re-elected in 1890. 

~ 

COUNTY TREASURERS. 

Robert Irwin, appointed in 1839. 

Thomas P. Simmons, elected in 1840. 

Robert F. Carson, elected in 1843. 



John H. Chatham, elected in 1845. 

James H. Hunt, elected in 1847. 

David Carskaddon, elected in 1849. 

S. Montgomery Quiggle, elected in 1851. 

Lyons Mussina, elected in 1853. 

Job W. Packer, elected in 1855. 

Andrew J. Quiggle, elected in 1857. 

John H. Chatham, elected in 1859. 

Joel Karstetter, elected in 1861. 

J. F. Batcheler, elected in 1863. 

Erasmus Whitman, elected in 1865. 

Platt Hitchcock, elected in 1867. 

Peter W. Keller, elected in 1869. 

Joseph F. Hayes, elected in 1871. 

John Q. Welsh, elected in 1873. 

Lucien W. Dunn, elected in 1875. 

A. H. Strayer, elected in 1878. 

Wallace Gakle, elected in 1881. 

M. W. Herr, elected in 1884. 

R. M. Glenn, elected in 1887. 

S. Woods Caldwell, elected in 1890. 

~ 



REGISTERS AND RECORDERS. 

Philip Krebs, elected in 1852. 

I. N. Loomis, elected in 1855. 

William H. Smith, elected in 1858. 

H. M. Bossart, elected in 1861. 

Samuel B. Snook, elected in 1864. 

Samuel B. Snook, re-elected in 1867. 

Samuel B. Snook, re-elected in 1870. 

Samuel B. Snook, re-elected in 1873. 

James W. Clark, elected in 1876. 

James W. Clark, re-elected in 1879. 

James W. Clark, re-elected in 1882. 

James C. Smith, elected in 1885. 

James C. Smith, re-elected in 1888. 

Alva S. grow, elected in 1891. 

~ 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Hugh White, elected in 1839. 

Robert Bridgens, elected in 1839. 

Anthony Kleckner, elected in 1839. 
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Joseph Hanna, elected in 1842. 

John Ruh, elected in 1843. 

John Dornblazer, elected in 1844. 

Christian Grieb, elected in 1845. 

Joseph F. Quay, elected in 1846. 

Thomas Bridgens, elected in 1847. 

George Walker, elected in 1848. 

Daniel Shadle, elected for three years in 1849. 

William Myers, elected for two years in 1849. 

Adam Smith, elected in 1850 

James Jefferis, elected in 1851. 

George Hartman, elected in 1852. 

John Heckman, elected in 1853. 

David Baird, elected in 1854. 

George Furst, elected in 1855. 

Griffin Rote, elected in 1856. 



Isaac Ramage, elected in 1857. 

Jacob Getz, elected in 1858. 

James Welsh, elected in 1859. 

Gideon Dornblazer, elected in 1860. 

Jacob Stamm, elected in 1861. 

James Welsh, elected in 1859. 

Gideon Dornblazer, elected in 1860. 

Jacob Stamm, elected in 1861. 

James Welsh, elected in 1862. 

George Gramley, elected in 1863. 

Jacob Quiggle, elected in 1864. 

James Welsh, elected in 1865. 

A. J. Quiggle, elected in 1866. 

John Rishel, elected in 1867. 

Thomas M. Wolf, elected in 1868. 

Valentine Hanna, elected in 1869. 

Samuel Kahl, elected in 1870. 

Wallace Gakle, elected in 1871. 

Jacob Getz, elected in 1872. 

William A. White, elected in 1873. 

James Darid, elected in 1874. 

W. A. White elected in 1874. 



Hugh Shaw, elected in 1875. 

N. L. Sterner, elected in 1875. 

Patrick Kane, elected in 1878. 

John F. Price, elected in 1878. 

J. A. McCloskey, elected in 1878. 

Daniel M. Morris, elected in 1881. 

Michael B. Rich, elected in 1881. 

Joseph W. Hubbard, elected in 1881. 

Daniel M. Morris, elected in 1882 

Daniel W. Hubbard, elected in 1882. 

John Grugan, elected in 1884. 

John F. Brosius, elected in 1884. 

Jeremiah D. Engles, elected in 1884. 

John Grugan, elected in 1887. 

Harvey Kleckner, elected in 1887. 

Jeremiah D. Engles, elected in 1887. 

Lyons Mussina, elected in 1890. 

Andrew C. Kissell, elected in 1890. 

John F. Brosius, elected in 1890. 

~ 

CORONERS. 

James Carskaddon, elected in 1839. 



David R. Porter, elected in 1841. 

Joseph T. Hunt, elected in 1842. 

John C. King, elected in 1845. 

Robert Irwin, elected in 1846. 

Joseph Brownlee, elected in 1847. 

David Allen, elected in 1848. 

G. W. Sour, elected in 1851. 

Dr. Gorgas, elected 1854. 

William E. Carskaddon, elected in 1856. 

Charles B. Langdon, elected in 1857 

Dr. Richard Armstrong, elected in 1861. 

J. J. Lanks, elected in 1862. 

John Bridgens, elected in 1864. 

John J. Keller, elected in 1867. 

Ira D. Canfield, elected in 1868. 

George Y. Beatty, elected in 1871. 

Dr. A. Prieson, elected in 1873. 

Dr. John S. Mader, served from 1876 to 1891. 

Dr. Charles Fullmer, elected in 1891. 

~ 

COUNTY AUDITORS. 

Joseph F. Quay, elected in 1839. 



Cephas Batcheler, elected in 1839. 

John H. Chatham, elected in 1839. 

John H. Chatham, elected in 1840. 

William Dunn, elected in 1841. 

George Walker, elected in 1842. 

William A. Wycoff, elected in 1843. 

Hugh White, Jr., elected in 1844. 

James Shaffer, Jr., elected in 1845. 

John Graffius, elected in 1846. 

Isaac Ramage, elected in 1847. 

Samuel Barnes, elected in 1848. 

George Hartman, elected in 1849. 

G. W. Halenbake, elected for three years in 3850. 

John L. Eckel, elected in 1851. 

Nathanael Hanna, elected in 1852. 

Joseph Milliken, elected in 1853. 

C. C. MCClelland, elected in 1855. 

William Dunn, elected in 1856. 

John W. Smith, elected in 1857. 

John Dornblazer, elected in 1858. 

Joseph H. Rich, elected in 1859. 

R. Kleckner, elected in 1860. 



Nathanael Hanna, elected in 1861. 

G. A. Achenbach, elected in 1862 

James R. Conley, elected for three years in 1863. 

Benjamin Wheaton, elected for three years in 1863. 

A. McCloskey, elected in 1864. 

G. A. Achenbach, elected in 1865. 

George J. F. Ramm. Elected in 1866. 

David Mapes, elected in 1867. 

George A. Achenbach, elected in 1868. 

George J. F. Ramm, elected in 1869. 

Jacob A. Bitner, elected in 1870. 

William A. Cook, elected in 1871. 

W. H. Clough, elected in 1872. 

J. H. Chatham, elected in 1873. 

John P. Anthony, elected in 1874. 

John H. Chatham, elected in 1875. 

D. M. Morris, elected in 1875. 

W. T. Young, elected in 1881. 

Levi R. Paup, elected in 1881. 

William A. White, elected in 1881. 

Levi R. Paup, elected in 1884. 

W. F. Young, elected in 1884. 



Samuel Stamm, elected in 1884. 

William F. Moyer, elected in 1887. 

John N. Bittner, elected in 1887. 

Samuel Stamm, elected in 1887. 

William F. Moyer, elected in 1890. 

Harry L. Bridgens, elected in 1890. 

John McGhee, elected in 1890. 

~ 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

R. Coates Allison, A. M. Taylor, H. L. Dieffenbach, A. K. Brown, Jesse H. Berry, J. 

N. Welliver, W. S. Snoddy, Daniel Herr, A. H. strayer, A. D. Rowe, A. N. Raub. M. 

W. Herr, T. R. McGhee, I. L. McCloskey and D. M. Brungard. 

~ 

POPULATION OF COUNTY 

According to the first census, taken after the organization of the county, the entire 

population amounted to only 8,323. In 1850 it had increased to 11,207. In 1860 to 

17,723. Ten years later it stood at 23,211. In 1880 the number was 26,278, and at the 

last census, taken in 1890, the population had increased to 28,685. 

~ 

PRESENT COUNTY OFFICIALS. 

The present county officers are Hon. Charles A. Mayer, President Judge; Hon. James 

W. Crawford and Hon. James W. Clark, Associate Judges: J. Irwin Hagerman, 

Official stenographer; Hon J. C. Quiggle, Representative; John F. Brown, 

Prothonotary; A. S. Grow, Register and Recorder; Henry T. Jarrett, Deputy Register 

and Recorder; S. Woods Caldwell, Treasurer; W. M. Everhart, Sheriff; John F. 

Brosius, A. H. Kissel and Lyons Mussina, Commissioners; Alexander Flanigan and 

Samuel Fulton, Jury Commissioners; William F. Moyer, Harry L. Bridgens and John 



McGhee, Auditors; James A. Wensel, Deputy Treasurer; D. I. McNaul, Deputy 

Sheriff; John C. Clark, Deputy Prothonotary; E. S. McNaul, Commissioner’s Clerk. 

~ 

CLINTON COUNTY FISH AND GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION. 

The Clinton County Fish and Game Protective Association was organized in Lock 

Haven at the office of Dr. J. H. Hayes, February 19th, 1892, with the following 

officers: Dr. J. H. Hayes, President; Dr. W. J. Shoemaker, Vice-President; J. F. 

Brown, Secretary; G. L. Morlock, Treasurer; H. T. Harvey, Solicitor. 

Board of Managers — L. M. Morrison, Moore Fredericks, Charles J. Wait, E. J. Israel 

and Charles Keiger, Lock Haven; J. V. Quiggle, Pine Station; Charles H. Rich, 

Richville; R. W. A. Jamison, Jamison’s Mills; Nicholas Watt, Hammersley Forks; A. 

S. Furst, Cedar Springs; Charles Sigmund, Sr., Salona; H. G. Holmes, North Bend; C. 

K. Soher, Glen Union; Harvey Kleckner, Logan Mills; Wallace Gakle, Keating. 

The association has a membership of seventy-five, and meets the first Tuesday of each 

month at the office of Dr. J. H. Hayes, on Water street, Lock Haven, Pa. 

~ 

CLINTON COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

The Clinton County Medical Society was organized June 12th, 1888, with the 

following named persons as officers: Dr. J. M. Dum, President; Dr. R. B. Watson, 

Vice-President; Dr. F. P. Ball, Secretary; L. m. Holloway, Treasurer; Dr. w. J. 

Shoemaker, J. E. Tibbens and A. G. Walls, Censors. 

Present Officers — Dr. W. J. Shoemaker, President; Dr. A. J. stokes, Vice-President; 

Dr. H. C. Lichtenthaler, Secretary; Dr. F. P. Ball Treasurer; Dr. J. H. Hayes, Dr. R. 

Armstrong and Dr. R. B. Watson, Censors. 

The Clinton County Medical Society meets the second Tuesday of each month in the 

office of Dr. J. H. Hayes, on water street, Lock Haven, Pa. The society has nineteen 

members. 

~ 

POSTOFFICES OF CLINTON COUNTY. 



Beech Creek, Bitumen, Boonville, Caldwell, Carroll, Cedar Springs, Chatham Run, 

Clintondale, Farrandsville, Flemington, Glen Union, Greenburr, Hammersley’s Forks, 

Haneyville, Hyner, Island, Keating, Lamar, Lock Haven, Logan Mills, Loganton, 

McElhattan, Mackeyville, Mill Hall, Parvin, Pine Station, Rauchtown, Renovo, 

Rosecrans, Rote, Salona, Shintown, Tylersville, Westport and Wistar. 

~ 

CLINTON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

Clinton County Agricultural Society was organized March 12th, 1881. 

Its first officers were Joel A. Herr, President; W. S. Clawater, Secretary; S. D. Ball, 

Treasurer. 

The present officers are Joel A. Herr, Cedar Springs, President; William Hayes, 

Mackeyville, Secretary; W. H. Dornblaser, Lamar, Treasurer. 

~ 

POMONA GRANGE, No. 29, P. OF H. 

Pomona Grange No. 29, P. of H., was organized in 1875. 

The present officers are John McNaul, Salona, Master; C. J. Wasson, Cedar Springs, 

Lecturer; David Mapes, Beech Creek, Secretary; James Taylor, Mackeyville, 

Treasurer. 

 

 

 

GEOLOGY OF CLINTON COUNTY. 

~ 

By Prof. Isaac A. Harvey, A. M. Ph. D. 

~ 

Geological Structure 



All the strata which form the geological structure of Clinton county, so far as they are 

exposed or accessible to investigation, are included in the Paleozoic time, one of the 

four divisions of geological time, to wit: Archaean, Paleozoic, Mesozoic and 

Cenozoic. 

The lowest epoch of the Paleozoic time is the Acadian, the next, the Potsdam 

sandstone, and the highest is the Permian epoch. 

The general divisions of the Paleozoic column or time are the Silurian, or age of 

inverebrates, the Devonian, or age of fishes, and the Carboniferous, or age of coal 

plants, and these are sub-divided into their several periods and epochs. 

The Acadian and Potsdam epochs nowhere come to the surface in this county, but the 

next strata above, viz: The limestones of the Trenton, Chazy and Calciferous epochs, 

which are exposed in part in Nippenose, Nittany and Sugar Valleys, are the lowest 

visible strata in the county. 

The Pennsylvania second Geological Survey have adopted and used a Paleozoic 

column, as follows: The Potsdam S. S. is No. 1, the Trenton, Chazy and Calciferous 

limestones, No. 2, the Hudson river and Utica shales, No. 3, the Oneida and Medina S. 

S., No. 4, the Clinton shales and Niagara limestone, No. 5, the Lower Helderberg 

limestone, No. 6, the Oriskany S. S., No. 7, the Chemung, Portage, Hamilton, 

Marcellus and Upper Helderberg epochs, No. 8, the Catskill "old red" S. S., No. 9, the 

Pocono S. S., No. 10, the Mauch Chunk red shale, No. 11, the Conglomerate rock, 

No. 12, the Lower Productive Coal Measures, No. 13, the Lower Barren Measures, 

No. 14, the Upper Productive Coal Measures, No. 15, the Upper Barren Measures, 

No. 16, and the Permian epoch, No. 17. The exposures in this county, as already 

intimated, include the epochs from No. 2 to No. 13 — the limestones of the valleys to 

the "Lower Productive Coal Measures." 

Through the middle of Nittany Valley extends an anticlinal axis, from which the 

limestone of No. 2 dips northwest, under The Bald Eagle mountains, and never comes 

to the surface again in Pennsylvania. To the southeast the limestone dips under the 

Sugar Valley mountain, and thence rises to the surface in Sugar Valley, whence it dips 

under the Brush valley mountain to re-appear again father southeast. The Bald Eagle 

mountain is formed by the Hudson river and Utica shales, the Medina Southeast and 

the Clinton shales, Nos. 3, r and 5, all of which dip with No. 2, and are under the Bald 

Eagle creek. Thence, as we approach the coal regions to the northwest, the other 

members or groups of the Paleozoic section come in their order of super-position, the 

rapid dip to the northwest diminishing, from 80 degrees at the Bald Eagle mountain, 

to 5 degrees ro 6 degrees in the coal measures. When we reach the hills containing the 

coal, the limestone measures of Nittany Valley are from 12,000 to 15,000 feet beneath 



us, and hence the Bald Eagle mountain should be at least two miles high to include 

any coal beds of value; and all the epochs from No. 2 to No. 13 should be found in 

their order before reaching the coal. 

The geological height and vertical height must not be confused; for the rapid dip of 

the measures carries the Nos. 4 and 5 of the Bald Eagle mountain top very far beneath 

the hills containing the coal beds, say from 10,000 to 12,000 feet although the Bald 

Eagle mountain is a high as the coal beds in Clinton county. 

Coal Beds 

The entire coal areas of Clinton county are found in the following localities: In the 

Beech Creek and Tangascootac basin, extending into the Farrandsville and Queen’s 

Run regions, and the Karthaus-Keating basin, extending from the Keating townships, 

northeast to the Westport basin, and thence into the northern portion of Leidy and 

Chapman townships, in which some small detached areas of the lowest coal beds are 

in the hilltops. All the coal in these basins is bituminous; that is containing from 18 to 

30 per cent of volatile matter, and 58 or 60 to 70 per cent of fixed carbon. Of course 

there are some slight variations from this quality; as in the Queen’s Run coal, which 

yielded 73 to 75 per cent of fixed carbon, and 15 to 20 per cent of volatile matter, 

indicating a coal approaching semi-bituminous in quality. 

The Conglomerate rock is the base of the valuable or workable coal beds, although 

some intra-conglomerate seams enlarge locally to a workable thickness, and, in rare 

instances, the Pocono S. S., No. 10, Subcarboniferous, has thin seams of coal, but only 

at one place, Tipton Station, Blair county, has any coal been mined with profit from 

this horizon. 

Sporadic deposits of carbonaceous matter, resembling coal, occur in some of the 

lower measures, but never any pure coal in workable shape. 

The marcellus shales have yielded 15 to 20 per cent of combustible matter; butt this is 

only one-fifth or one-sixth of the shales which yield it, and, hence, it is valueless. 

The Hudson river and Utica shales, of No. 3, out-crop at various places in Nippenose 

and Nittany Valleys beneath the sandstone of No. 4. These shales are oftentimes 

carbonaceous, being of a dark brown, or even a black color, and they are frequently 

supposed to contain coal. 

Much money has been imprudently expended in vain efforts to open coal in these 

shales and slates. The recent futile drilling operations in Nippenose Valley indicate 

how far people may be misled in this respect, and yet no advice from competent 



geologists would avail to prevent the useless work and expense. A brief study of the 

geological structure of Pennsylvania, and particularly of Clinton county would have 

sufficed to teach those concerned that no coal could possibly be discovered in 

Nippenose Valley. The same conclusion will apply to Nittany Valley, where the slates 

and shales of the same quality and period appear in immense quantities. The discovery 

of anthracite, semi-anthracite or cannel coal cannot be expected in this county, and, 

therefore, all efforts to develop or find any coal beneath the conglomerate rock will 

never repay the time and money expended. 

VERTICAL SECTION OF COAL MEASURES. 

A complete section of the coal measures, in their best condition and greatest height in 

this county, includes eight coal beds, with various seams of fire-clay and limestone, 

and nests or local deposits of carbonate iron ore, as follows: 
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Shales and slates, sometimes including nodules of carbonate 

iron ore in seams of one, two or three feet, called 
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DESCRIPTION OF COAL BEDS 

The upper coal, bed E, called the Upper Freeport, has a very small area, being 

confined to West Keating township, where it does not include more than 300 acres, 

mostly in detached hilltops of a few acres each. Hence this coal is of small importance 

in this county, although some portions of its area can be profitably mined in 

connection with the lower beds. Its thickness is from two to four and a half feet, and 

the amount of coal contained in it is from 5,000 to 6,000 tons per acre or 1,500,000 

tons in its entire area. Not more than 1,000,000 tons of coal could be recovered or 

utilized. The coal is of good quality, and in some western counties coal E is extensive 

and important. 

Bed D, the Lower Freeport coal, is widely known as the Moshannon, Karthaus and 

Reynoldsville bed, being mined also in many other regions. Being 40 feet lower in the 

section than Bed E, it has a much larger extent. This coal is found only in East and 

west Keating townships, and its area is probably from 1,000 to 1,500 acres, two-thirds 

of which are in West Keating township. The coal of this bed is popular among 

operators and dealers, by reason of its superior quality and thickness, and it supplies 

most of the coal now mined in Clearfield county for shipment over the Tyrone and 

Clearfield railroad and the Beech Creek railroad. It is likewise highly valued in the 

Karthaus region, and in Jefferson and other counties. The 1,000 to 1,500 acres contain 



6,000 to 7,000 tons of coal per acre, and the whole amount of coal in this bed is from 

7,500,000 to 8,000,000 tons. Probably 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 tons would be the 

output of coal by careful mining. 

Bed C’, the Upper Kittanning or Snow Shoe Bed D, has an area of 3,000 to 3,500 

acres, mostly in East and west Keating townships, a small and unimportant acreage 

being in Noyes township, in Westport basin. With a thickness of 2 ½ to 4 feet, this 

coal contains 5,000 tons of coal per acre. Its area contains 15,000,000 to 18,000,000 

tons of which amount perhaps 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 tons can be utilized. The coal 

compares favorably with that of Bed D, and at many places in the Keating townships 

it can be mined with profit. In the Snow Shoe basin this bed furnishes a large quantity 

of coal for eastern markets, and it is mined in many other regions for local or general 

use. 

Bed C, the Middle Kittanning coal, underlies from 5,000 to 6,000 acres, more than 

three-fourths of this acreage being in the Keating townships, a small area in the 

Westport basin, and a few hundred acres in the Beech Creek and Tangascootac 

regions. Coal C is rarely mined for eastern trade, but it supplies domestic fuel in many 

places. This bed is supposed to be identical with the cannel coal bed of West Virginia 

and Kentucky. Much of its area is unreliable and faulty, but in some localities it yields 

coal in good shape and condition. Its thickness ranges from 1 to 4 feet, and, as it has 

an average of 3,500 tons of coal per acre, the quantity of coal in this bed is from 

18,000,000 to 20,000,000 tons. Only about one half the amount is accessible for 

mining or use. 

Bed B, the Lower Kittanning coal, is largely mined at Blossburg, Osceola, Coal Port 

and many other places. It has been mined with much success in many counties which 

do not contain Bed D. Its extent in this county is 6,000 to 8,000 acres in the Keating 

townships, 2,500 acres in the Westport basin, 500 to 600 acres along Beech Creek, 

600, 800 or possibly 1.000 acres in the Tangascootac basin, and 500 to 1,000 acres in 

various isolated areas in other townships; or a total extent of about 12,000 acres. The 

thickness of bed B varies from 2 ½ to 6 feet, the latter thickness being developed in 

the Westport basin. Hence it may be fairly estimated to contain 6,000 tons of coal per 

acre, or 70,000,000 tons in its whole extent. About 50,000,000 tons of coal can be 

mined from this bed, the other 20,000,000 tons being in outcrops, remote places and 

inaccessible areas. 

Bed A’, the Clarion coal, is usually too thin to be of economic value. Therefore, while 

its area is from 15,000 to 20,000 acres, a very small part of this acreage can be mined 

with any advantage. It enlarges, locally, to 3 or 3 ½ feet, and yields good coal. 

Assuming that one-fifth of its extent is minable, I may compute the workable coal in 

this bed to be from 12,000,000 to 15,000,000 tons, nearly all of which is in the 



Keating townships, with a small workable area in the Westport basin. Elsewhere in 

this county the Clarion coal is too thin to be of any value. 

Bed A, the Brookville coal, is only mined for local use in the state, for the reason that 

it is either beneath the coal railroads, and the other coal beds are more desirable, or it 

is too impure in many mining regions to be of much practical value. However, a 

considerable area of coal A in our county may become valuable \, as the coal is of 

better form and quality here than it is farther west. The extent of this coal is about 

20,000 acres — 15,000 in the Keating townships and 5,000 in the other coal regions 

names. The quantity of coal per acre in this bed is from 3,000 to 4,000 tons, and the 

entire amount may be stated as 65,000,000 to 70,000,000 tons. One-half of the entire 

amount can be mined; but the prospective value of Bed a\A is good, but it is not yet 

much in demand for investment and mining. This coal is valuable in Centre county, 

although it is not mined for market. 

The Mount Savage, or Mercer coal, is an inter-conglomerate bed, being beneath the 

Homewood sandstone, the upper bench of the conglomerate rock. With an are of 

30,000 acres, it can hardly be said to have any importance. However, some portions of 

its extent will yield sufficient coal per acre, and of such quality, that it may sometime 

acquire economic value. This bed enlarges to 3 feet in some parts of the Keating 

basin. The whole amount of coal in minable shape may be estimated at 30,000,000 

tons, contained in selected areas of 5,000 or 6,000 acres from its entire 30,000 acres. 

SUMMARY OF COAL BEDS. 

In a brief summary of the coal in Clinton county we have: 

M

i

n

i

m

u

m

, 

M

a

x

i

m

u



m

, 

I

n 

B

e

d 

E

, 

1

,

5

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

2

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o

n

s 

" 

D

, 

7

,

5



0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

8

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

" 

" 

C

’

, 

1

5

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

1

8

,

0

0



0

,

0

0

0 

" 

" 

C

, 

1

8

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

2

0

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

" 

" 

B

, 

7

0

,

0



0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

7

5

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

" 

" 

A

’

, 

1

5

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

1

8

,

0

0



0

,

0

0

0 

" 

" 

A

, 

6

5

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

7

0

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

" 

M

’

t 

S

a

v

a



g

e

, 

2

5

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

3

0

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

" 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- 

-



-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- 

T

o

t

a

l 

2

1

7

,

0

0

0

,

0

0

0 

t

o 

2

4

0

,

0

0

0

,

0

0



0 

" 

Making a more general estimate from these fffigures, we have from 225 to 240 

million tons of coal in beds of workable thickness, and such areas of thin seams as 

enlarge locally to a minable size, assuming 3 feet as the minimum. Assigning the 

amount proportionately to the respective basins we have: 

In the Keating basin or townships, 135,000,000 to 150,000,000; in the West Port 

basin, 40,000,000 tons; in the beech Creek, Tangascootac and Queen’s Run basins and 

other outlying areas, 50,000,000 tons. Of the 225 to 240 million tons of coal in this 

county hardly more than two-thirds can be mined for railroad transportation, and the 

branch railroads, which will make this coal accessible, are yet to be constructed. The 

amount of coal in the Beech Creek region of Clinton county only includes a small 

portion of the Beech Creek basin proper, as the workable coal lies mostly in Centre 

county, and only extends a short distance into this county. The beech Creek basin is 

an extension northeastward of the Snow Shoe basin. 

The amount of coal seems to be large, but there are single townships in Clearfield 

county which have as much coal as the above estimate for Clinton county. Yet there is 

a large quantity of good coal in our county, and much of it will be utilized ere many 

years. 

FIRE CLAY. 

Each coal seam is underlaid by fire clay, mostly, however, of inferior quality; but in 

some places the clay under Beds B and C’ is good, and has been worked with 

advantage. 

In the coal measures occurs the bed of fire clay which is valuable and important in 

many counties, and mined extensively at Sandy Ridge, Blue Ball, Wallaceton, 

Philipsburg and Woodland, in Clearfield and Centre counties, at Barr Station and 

Bennezette, in Elk county, at Farrandsville and Queen’s Run, in Clinton county, and 

in many other localities. 

This bed of fire clay underlies coal bed A by an interval ranging from 3 to 40 feet. In 

this county the fire clay has an area larger than coal A, and it probably extends 

through 25,000 acres of territory. Its thickness varies from 3 to 20 feet, the latter 

section having been obtained in the Westport coal basin. Hence there are at least 

250,000.000 or 300,000,000 tons of the fire clay in our coal regions, besides which, 

the under clay of the respective coal beds is sometimes of good quality; notably that 

of Bed B, which has been mined in the Queen’s Run region, yielding a soft clay. 



The impression that the soft clay and hard clay are of distinct qualities is erroneous. 

All fire clay was originally soft, and the clay of this bed, as developed at Farrandsville 

and Queen’s Run, is variable in its character from one point to another, some openings 

showing more or less soft or plastic clay mixed with hard clay; other openings 

showing either hard or soft clay, according to the depth of the clay from the surface 

and the quality and compactness of the roof and cover. So, in many places, the fire 

clay is soft at outcrop, but it becomes firmer under cover, till it acquires the hardness 

of rock, and can only be mined by blasting. In some instances the clay may be soft 

under considerable area, but, if such be the case, the roof and cover are too thin to 

protect the clay from the softening effects of water and exposure to the atmosphere. It 

must be admitted, also, that the chemical composition of soft clay is slightly different 

from that of hard clay; but the variance can be explained as the effect of surface 

influences and exposure. In exploring for good fire clay, let it be remembered that 

hard clay, so much preferred only shows itself on or near the surface in rare instances, 

and, as a rule, the bed has a soft outcrop. Many persons have found the plastic clay of 

the important bed on the surface, and yet discarded it because the outcrop was not 

hard. If they had developed the clay under good cover, they would have found the bed 

which they were seeking. 

Good results have been obtained relative to the quality of the fire clay in the Keating, 

Tangascootac and Beech creek regions, and in the Westport basin, and, in the Queen’s 

Run and Farrandsville regions the clay has been well developed and tested, and its 

great quantity and excellent quality are assured. 

Doubtless, further investigation will show as good results from the fire clay in the 

other coal regions of our county. Fortunately, a large amount of clay in these basins is 

near the railroad lines, having, withal, a decided advantage of accessibility and 

convenience to transportation and market, over the fire clay operators in Clearfield 

and Centre counties. 

IRON ORE. 

In the coal measures are found local nests of nodules of Gray carbonate iron ore or 

Siderite Spathic ore, but these deposits are seldom of any value, being limited to a 

small area and not containing sufficient metallic iron to compete with the richer ores 

of our limestone valleys. These nodular ores are often indicated by Brown Hematite or 

bog ore outcrops, which contain a larger per cent of iron than the nodular ore from 

which it is derived. When convenient for shipment or hauling to a furnace, these 

hematites and gray carbonate ores, being very free from phosphorus, are used for 

mixing with the limestone hematites. 



At the base of the conglomerate rock, and in the Mauch Chunk red shale, No. 11, 

occur similar carbonate iron ores with their bog ore (limonite) or brown hematite 

outcrops. In the Pocono sandstone, No. 10, no iron ore of value is likely to be 

discovered, but some brown hematite, bog or carbonate ore is occasionally noted in 

this epoch. 

The Catskill red sandstone, No. 9, the "old red sandstone," of Hugh Miller, contains 

some thin seams of brown hematite and local carbonate ore, and in Perry county thin 

layers of red hematite have been observed in this group. There is not sufficient 

prospect of valuable iron ore in this red shale to encourage much investigation. In the 

Chemung, Portage, Genessee, Hamilton, Marcellus and Upper Helderburg, No. 8, iron 

ore occurs at various horizons’ mostly, however, of little or no economical 

importance. 

In some places the Chemung and Portage shales and sandstones contain limited seams 

of lean hematite or sandy iron ore. A fossil iron ore of some value has been observed 

in the Hamilton group in one or two places in Pennsylvania, and at the base of the 

Marcellus shales is an iron bearing horizon, usually of brown hematite, limonite or 

bog ore, and sometimes of a honey comb or pipe form. 

The Oriskany sandstone, N. 7, is absent in many portions of this county, and very thin 

where exposed, having no iron ore horizon, as far as can be discovered. 

The Lower Helderberg, No. 6, affords some good brown hematite ore in several 

localities in Pennsylvania, notably in Blair county, and this epoch is represented by 

benches of limestone along Bald Eagle Valley, in our county. Some indications of 

iron ore have been observed in these benches, but no development of value has been 

made. 

The Fossil ore and Block ore of Clinton shales, No. 5, have importance in various 

counties, and the ores used to supply the Mill Hall furnace were mined from beds in 

the shales of this period. Some ore was also obtained from No. 2, limestone, to supply 

this furnace. What value these ores may have in the future will depend on their further 

development, size quality and demand; for the seams, as far as developed, are too thin 

and unreliable to be mined in competition with the richer and more abundant ores of 

the valley limestones of No. 2. 

The Oneida and Median sandstone, No. 4, sometimes shows surface of "float" ore, but 

seldom contains ore which could be mined with profit. 



The Hudson river and the Utica shales, No. 3, will hardly encourage any inspection 

for iron ore, although, like every other group or number of our Paleozoic column, 

local nests of iron ore, either bog or hematite, may occur in these shales. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT IRON ORE IN CLINTON COUNTY. 

In the limestone strata, No. 2, of our Nippenose, Nittany and Sugar valleys, are the 

most important iron ores of Clinton county. While some of the epochs above 

described may supply ore of value, yet it is not likely that any beds of ore as rich, 

large and valuable as the brown hematite of our valleys will ever be discovered.. 

Much is yet to be done in the development of the ores, which consist of pipe ore, 

kidney or lump ore, and wash ore, filling caverns or fissures in the limestone, 

deposited on the surface, or in persistent seams in the rock; the latter, by reason of 

their persistency, being the most important. A demand for ore will induce further 

exploration and prospecting, and we can reasonably hope or expect that many of our 

valley farms will acquire much additional value for the iron ore which they contain. 

The magnetic and red hematite or specular iron ores belong to the Azoic rocks; that is, 

the Archoean regions, where the rocks are metamosphic. The valuable iron ranges 

which yield these ores are of an age preceding our Palezoic section. Thus the immense 

beds of ores in Wisconsin, Michigan, Missouri and other states are in Azoic rocks. 

The same is true of the magnetic ores of New Jersey and Southern Pennsylvania; but 

the Silurian and Devoman strata of the Palezoic formations, in rare instances, contain 

magnetic ore, and some is claimed in later rocks — that is, of the Mesozoic epochs or 

formations. 

The Azoic rocks nowhere appear in Clinton county, being far beneath the limestones, 

No. 2, and, therefore, it seems futile to explore for these ores in formations which 

have never been known to afford them in paying quantity, and any magnetic or red 

hematite iron ore that may occur in the No. 2 limestones is likely to be in the lower 

layers of the group and, hence, not accessible. 

LEAD AND ZINC. 

The reports of the finding of stray pieces of lead, near Salona, are credible, inasmuch 

as the limestone, thereabouts, may contain lead or zinc, and the discovery of these 

metals in that vicinity is not impossible. 

SILVER AND GOLD 

Despite the various stores and startling assertions of the presence of gold and silver 

quartz in different townships, I may venture the opinion that about all the available 



gold and silver in Clinton county will be found in the vaults of our banks, and 

distributed throughout the county in the shape of coin, jewelry, and gold and 

silverware. 

TIN AND NICKEL 

Any effort to discover tin or nickel would seem to be useless, as no trace or evidence 

of either metal has been found in our county. 

COAL OIL. 

It cannot be asserted, with any degree of certainty, whether there is valuable 

petroleum or not in the rocks of Clinton county. Only experimental drilling will 

answer this question. 

Some prospectors encourage the idea that the rocks of this county contain valuable oil. 

It seems, however, that our county is too far east to have much oil, as the formations 

are too much broken, disturbed and exposed. As the conditions are not favorable for 

oil, it is doubtful whether the results obtained by drilling would repay the expense and 

effort. 

GAS. 

Gay may occur at almost any horizon, often being found with the oil, beneath the oil 

and at various points where there are no oil wells or prospects of oil. Gas has flown 

from drill holes and wells which penetrated beneath the oil horizons, and much gas is 

generated or produced in the carbonaceous shales and slates, whether the product of 

sea weeds, ancient plant life or marine animals and fishes, or all. Gas may thus come 

from many horizons which could not produce oil in flowing or paying quantity, or 

where the shales have been saturated with oil which cannot be collected or utilized. 

If I were asked whether there is any gas in Clinton county, I would say, that depends 

on an investigation by drilling. But any such experimentation should be done carefully 

and advisedly, for the prospects of finding good combustible gas in the rocks of 

Clinton county are vague, uncertain and not encouraging. 

LIMESTONE 

The various limestone strata are included in No. 2, the valley limestones; No. 5, 

Niagara limestone; No. 6, Lower Helderberg limestone, outcropping along Bald Eagle 

valley; some impure seams in the Chemung, Portage and Marcellus of No. 8; also in 

the Pocono, No. 10; and in the coal measures occur two or three seams of limestone 



which accompany the coal beds. The purest limestone is that of No. 2, and in places in 

this same formation or groups should be found the Cement limestone, and the 

Magnesian limestone, the latter being dolomitic. Silica and alumina, in quantity 

respectively, ranging from 8 to 15 per cent, and combined with the lime, produce a 

good hydraulic cement. The Magnesian limestone, which is usually very abundant, 

contains from 20 to 40 per cent of carbonate of magnesia, 50 to 70 per cent of 

carbonate of lime, with a small per cent of iron \, silica, &c. The Crystalline 

limestone, or marble, has not been found in good condition in this county, and it is not 

probably that good statuary marble will be discovered; as the limestone in our valleys 

does not seem to have been subjected to the metamorphic action of heat, which alone 

would have produced marble from the original or fossil limestone. Some limestone of 

a variegated structure or appearance may be obtained that will be suitable for a very 

cheap grade of marble, but that is doubtful. 

SOIL. 

The arable soil of Clinton county is distributed as follows: 

The limestone soil of Nippenose, Sugar and Nittany valleys; the alluvial and partly 

limestone soil of Bald Eagle valley; the red shale lands along the river, and the north 

side of Bald Eagle valley; the detached and isolated areas on the mountains and hills, 

and the shale and slate lands of the coal measures. 

The erosion and detritus of the Medina and Oneida sandstone, No. 4, of the Hudson 

river and Utica shales, No. 3, and of the limestone of No. 2, have produced the soil of 

our valleys between the mountains; while the Clinton shales, the Helderberg 

limestone, the Marcellus shales, Oriskany sandstone and the Catskill red sandstone, 

Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, have formed the soil of Bald Eagle valley. The detritus and 

alluvium from formations Nos. 7 to 13, inclusive, — the Chemung to the coal 

measures — have made the bottom lands along the river. 

In the coal regions the shales and slates, with some sandstone and a slight admixture 

of fire clay and limestone, produce the soil, and, as the Conglomerate rock or 

Millstone grit is the base of the coal sections, the arable area of surface is almost 

accurately defined by the extent of the coal beds; that is, the Conglomerate rock 

comes to the surface to cut off or limit the coal beds, and, in most places, the tillable 

soil. 

CONCLUSION 

In a brief resume, permit me to say that the apparent mineral resources of our county 

are the coal, fire clay and iron ores, as described, with some prospect of the discovery 



of zinc and lead with the limestone of No. 2. How often we hear the expression, 

"These mountains and hills must contain something of value and there should be 

unknown and undeveloped minerals in immense quantities in these strata and rocks." 

Now, if geology teaches anything, it teaches that not all things were made for utility, 

and it unites with the other sciences to testify that the beauties of the earth are to be 

studied as well as its economic products; that the true, the beautiful and the good, as 

well as the useful, were in the Divine mind when Cosmos was evoked out of Chaos, 

and that much has been formed and must be left to teach us and our posterity the 

greatness of God’s purpose, and power and love; much that it will not become us to 

despoil, deface or destroy. 

It was trite enough for one to have said that mountains were made for fools to look at; 

implying that only fools would wonder about or desire the imaginary wealth contained 

therein. Would it not have been equally trite and pertinent to have said again? "The 

same mountains are for wise men to admire and venerate." 

The mountains of Pennsylvania and of our own county are best appreciated by those 

who have lived near them, and have since taken up their abode in the plains of the 

West. It hardly occurs to us, that, in the order of events, these mountains with their 

scenery, witnesses, as they are, of the grandeur of nature and the goodness of their 

Creator, shall be marred, disfigured or thrown down by men in their mercenary search 

for riches. All the impressive majesty of this world is in its geological aspects, and I 

often wonder why the science is not more engaging to all classes of people, and why 

they fail to see or understand its attractiveness; for it is the noblest of all the natural 

sciences, and its testimonies are the most convincing and elevating of all that is or has 

been uninspired — elevating to the spirit and mind of man. In connection with 

revelation it affords the noblest evidences of God’s mercy and grace to us ward, and, 

of all sciences, it is the best adjunct to the Scriptures. It is hard for a man to be an 

atheist or an infidel while studying geology or engaged in it as an active pursuit. If 

words fail to convince men, if revelation would not impress nor exhortations persuade 

them, then, standing in the presence of the beauty, majesty and grandeur of some of 

nature’s noblest handiwork such as Yosemite, speaking so much more than words can 

convey of Divine architecture and Divine power, one would think that all would be so 

impressed and wonder-stricken, that they would feel impelled to kneel in awe and 

reverence, and, with voices full of devotion and thanksgiving, make that beautiful 

valley of Mariposa a vast amphitheatre of worship and of praise. 

 

 

 



TOWNSHIPS OF CLINTON COUNTY. 

~ 

ALLISON TOWNSHIP. 

Allison township was one of the original twelve townships of Clinton county. It was 

named in honor of Rev. Francis Allison, D.D. 

The township, as first erected, was bounded on the north by Woodward and 

Dunnstable, on the east by Wayne, on the south by Lamar and a\Bald Eagle, and on 

the west by Bald Eagle township. When Lock Haven was incorporated as a city, 

March 28th, 1870, the limits of the city took in Flemington borough and a considerable 

part of Allison township. 

Section 3, of the same act, put that part of Allison township, not included with the 

boundaries of Lock Haven, into Lamar township, thus blotting from the county map 

the township of Allison. 

In 1872 an act was past, repealing section 3 of the act of 1870, annexing the remaining 

part to Lamar, and this part, which formed a neck between Lock Haven and Lamar 

township, was in 1873 added to Dunnstable township, where it remained as a part of 

the said township until 1877, when it and other parts of Dunnstable were erected into 

Castanea. 

July 15th, 1878, the Court re-erected Allison township, and gave it political life and a 

place on the county map. It was to be composed of all that part of the original territory 

of Allison township, and the borough of Flemington, lying west and north of the west 

and north lines of the First, Second, Third and Fourth wards of Lock Haven. Thus the 

township lives, but is shorn of much of its original territory. Allison township is now 

bounded on the north by Woodward, the West Branch and Lock Haven city, on the 

east by Castanea, on the west by Bald Eagle, on the south by Bald Eagle and Lamar 

townships. 

Among the early settlers were the Carskaddons and Patrick Moore, who came from 

Ireland before the revolution, and Squire Devlin, who settled on what was afterwards 

known as the Hunt farm, the building of which, as before stated, stood near the site 

now occupied by the Eagle Hotel, on bald Eagle street. The Logues were also among 

the early settlers. John Mader came to Allison township pervious to 1800; he married 

Sarah Logue. James Carskaddon came to the section in 1794, and located on the spot 

where the venerable Joseph Bridgens now resides. The Bridgens’ dwelling was 

erected on the same foundation built for the Carskaddon house, in 1795. 



James Welsh, who was born at Monseytown Bottoms in 1802, was another pioneer 

resident of Allison township. He served nine years as county commissioner of Clinton 

county, and was for many years a pilot on the Susquehanna from Lock Haven to 

Tidewater. The bones of nearly all these pioneer settlers repose beneath the sod of 

Great Island cemetery. 

BALD EAGLE 

Bald Eagle township was one of the twelve original townships into which Clinton 

county was formed, when organized, in 1839. Since that time it has been diminished 

in size by the forming of other townships, until it now contains but a small portion of 

its original territory. The township is now bounded on the north by Grugan and 

Colebrook, on the east by Allison and Lamar, on the south by Lamar and Beech 

Creek, and on the west by Beech Creek township. 

The first regular authorized settlement made in bald Eagle township, under an actual 

government survey, was made soon after the survey of the officer’s tract, along Bald 

Eagle creek, in 1769. 

The first setters of the township were mostly from the southeastern part of the state, 

several families coming from Lancaster county, and a number from Chester. Among 

the pioneers was William Reed, who settled in Plunket’s Run, several miles back from 

the "flats." 

He was called "Hickory Reed," on account of his physical toughness. He located 

about the year 1776. He was the grandfather of the venerable surveyor, James David, 

and great-grandfather of Flarius David, present county surveyor of Clinton County. 

The mineral wealth of Bald Eagle township is confined to the Tangascootac basin. 

Coal was discovered there in 1826 by James David. 

The first school house in Beech Creek township was located on the left bank of Bald 

Eagle creek, a few rods above the bridge. A very short time after the erection of this 

house, a school was opened in the vicinity of Mill Hall, where the Beech Creek 

railroad station now stands, and two years later a school building was erected about 

half a mile east of Mr. Packer’s residence, on the site now occupied by the Harleman 

house. In 1834 a school house was built in Mill Hall, the only collection of houses 

entitle dot the name of village int he township. This house was located about the 

centre of the town, on or near the spot where the school house now stands. In 1848 a 

second school house was erected in Mill Hall, and two years later the village was 

incorporated as a borough. 



The first Sabbath school in the county was organized in Bald Eagle township by 

Joseph Bartles, in a building which stood just above where Mann’s axe factory now 

stands. 

At the first election held in Bald Eagle township after the organization of Clinton 

county, the following officers were elected: 

J. M. Miller, Justice of the Peace; William Fisher, Constable; George Soder and 

William Huff, Supervisors; Levi Packer and George Williams, Overseers of the Poor; 

Benjamin Fredricks and David Logan, Auditors; A. Harleman, Assessor; William 

Fearon and John Smith, Assistant Assessors; Samuel McCormick, Asher Packer and 

George Bressler, School Directors; Thomas A. Smith, Judge of Elections; William C. 

Sanderson and Samuel Hayes, Inspectors; George we. Fredricks and William Clark, 

Fence Viewers; William L. Hoover, Township Clerk. 

At this time, March 20th, 1840, the population was 1,178, which included the present 

territory of Beech Creek township, that township having been taken from Bald Eagle 

in May, 1850. 

BEECH CREEK. 

Beech creek township was separated from Bald Eagle in May, 1850. 

The township takes its name form the "Beech creek," which flows through it. 

It is not know when or by whom the first settlement was made on the stream. 

It is know that Matthew Smith lived on the stream in 1793, and he was probably the 

first settler. 

In 1800 John Quay, Isaac David, Daniel David and James David located above the 

present borough along Beech creek, on land that had been surveyed to other parties, 

but after remaining in peaceful possession for twenty-one years they received valid 

titles. The titles thus obtained included all the tillable land along Beech creek, 

between the mouth of Monument Run and the present borough of Beech creek. 

The first school house in Beech Creek township was built in 1810. It was constructed 

of logs, and stood near the Fearon property, and at one time a school was taught in it 

by Buck Claffin, the father of Victoria Woodhull. The next house was built in 1820, 

and stood on Beech creek about one mile above the present borough. The next was 

built under the public school law in 1840, on land then owned by Robert Fearon. 



There are now seven school building in Beech Creek township, all painted and in 

good condition. 

The first church in the township was built by the Methodists, in 1834. Both the 

Methodists and Presbyterians held services in this structure until it was sold, in 1868. 

This church was located at the west end of the present borough, and was afterwards 

destroyed by fire. One of the pioneer circuit riders who preached in the neighborhood 

of Beech Creek was the Rev. Timothy Lee. 

For many years the principal industry of the township was lumbering. The first mill 

on Beech creek was built by Henry James, in 1818. Christian Nestlerode built the 

second mill in the vicinity, on the Centre county side of the creek, in 1820. George 

Carr built a mill about five miles from the mouth of the creek, about the year 1824. 

In 1833 Joseph M. Smith built a mill on beech creek at the mouth of Monument run. 

The first lumber sawed at this mill was used in the construction of the Harrisburg 

bridge. The four mills mentioned above are the pioneer lumbering establishments of 

the township. Many others have been built since. 

At the first election held in Beech Creek township, the following named officers were 

elected: 

John T. Packer and Andrew White, Justices; Thomas Crispen, Constable; Thomas 

Crispen and Joseph Linn, Supervisors; Robert Irwin and Cline Quigley, Overseers of 

the Poor; J. McGhee, J. M. Smith and F. G. W. Hallenbach, Auditors; Thomas 

Crispen, Assessor; C. Bollinger, Thomas Crispen, A. Leonard, A Bittner, William 

Reed and William Masden, School Directors. 

The only town in the township is the borough of Beech Creek. 

CASTANEA TOWNSHIP. 

At the February term of the Clinton County Common Pleas Court, held in 1877, a 

petition was presented by a number of the inhabitants of Dunnstable township, 

praying for the erection of a new township by the division of Dunnstable, which, on 

account of its great length and ill-shaped size, was inconvenient to a large number of 

its inhabitants. The petitioners asked for a division of said township by a line 

commencing at a point ton the northern bank of the West Branch of the Susquehanna 

river, where the southern end of the division line between Woodward and Dunnstable 

came to the river; thence in a southern direction through Great Island to low water 

mark on the souther side of Great Island; thence down the river to the northwestern 

corner of Wayne township. March 1st, 1871, the Court appointed George J. Eldrech, 



Jacob Quiggle and John Earon to inquire into the propriety of granting the said prayer. 

May 19th, 1877, the commissions made their report, recommending the said division. 

The voters of Dunnstable township met on December 1st, 1877, and by a majority vote 

consented to the said division, and on December 10, 1877, the Court approved the 

division, and gave to the new township the name of Castanea. The township of 

Castanea is bounded on the east by Wayne township, on the south by Lamar, on the 

west by Allison, on the north by Woodward township and Lock Haven. It contains the 

village of Castanea, from which it derived its name. 

COLEBROOK TOWNSHIP. 

Colebrook township is one of the twelve townships into which the county was first 

divided. In forming the townships of Gallauher and Grugan, Colebrook was divided 

into two parts each, retaining the name. The township is bounded on the north by 

Grugan and Gallauher, on the east by Woodward, on the south by Bald Eagle, on the 

west by Grugan township. The streams of the township are Lick run, Ferney’s run, 

Tangascootac creek and Holland’s run. Holland Ferney’s runs received their name 

from individuals. Tangascootac is a name of Indian origin. The minerals of the 

township are bituminous coal and fire clay. The first settler of the township is said to 

have been George Saltzman, whose brother, Antony, was killed by the Indians at the 

mouth of Queen’s run in 1877. 

The property upon which he located is still owned by the Saltzman heirs. It is located 

on the north side of the river, about two and one-half miles west of Lick Run. 

The first school house erected in the township was built on this tract. About the time 

Saltzman located on this land a small mill was erected at the mouth of Tangascootac 

creek. An employ of the mill by the name of Jones was killed by the Indians. Other 

settlers followed Saltzman, and in a short time all the bottom lands were taken up. 

Christian Earon came from Germany and settled on what is now known as the Joseph 

Earon farm, about the year 1825. The farm is till in the possession of his descendants. 

`The greater part of the mineral lands of the township are now owned by Fredericks, 

Munro & Co. Fifty years ago the leading industry of Clinton county was located at 

Farrandsville, in Colebrook township. The name of the township was formerly spelled 

Coalbrook, and was derived from the discovery of coal on one of the streams. 

In 1866 the Alumina Fire Brick Company began the manufacture of fire brick at the 

mouth of Ferney’s run. Their works were afterwards destroyed by fire, and have never 

been rebuilt. 



Ira Mason built a large saw mill on the Tangascootac creek, near its mouth, in 1864. A 

large water power shingle mill was afterwards erected in connection with the saw 

mill, and six extensive dams were constructed on the stream at a cost of $25,000. The 

mill and improvements connected with it cost at least $100,000. 

The township now has two schools, one of which is at Farrandsville. There are about 

eighty families in the township, the greater part of them living in the vicinity of 

Farrandsville. 

CRAWFORD TOWNSHIP. 

Previous to the organization of Clinton county, what is now Crawford township, was a 

part of Limestone township, Lycoming county, and after the organization of Clinton, 

It was included in Wayne township. 

The township was created by an act of Assembly, approved January 14, 1841. It was 

named in honor of Hon. George Crawford, one of the first Associate Judges of Clinton 

county. 

This township is bounded on the north by Wayne, on the east by Lycoming county, on 

the south by Green and on the west by Wayne township. 

Part of the township lies in Nippenose valley. The first improvement in the valley was 

made by John Clark in 1776. He and his family were driven away by the Indians at the 

time of the revolution, but they returned in 1784. 

The valley is thickly populated, and contains quite a number of prosperous and 

populous towns and villages. It was in this now peaceful valley that the famous Indian 

hunter, Peter Pence, once lived. Some of his descendants yet reside in the valley. 

That portion of Crawford township within the limits of Nippenose valley was settled 

about sixty years ago. Other settlements were afterwards made within its limits on the 

borders of Green township. Much of the land is mountainous. Among the early 

settlers of the first settled portion we find the names Green, Shaw,, Showers, Sallade, 

Gebhart, Shadle, Ranch, Brosius and Smith. The descendants of some of these 

families still form a portion of its people. The mountain portion of the township 

contained at one time much valuable timber. Agriculture and lumbering have formed 

the principal business of its inhabitants. Valuable beds of iron ore exist within its 

limits. Considerable prospecting has been carried on for coal. Nickle has been 

discovered, and, if the search were prosecuted, would likely be found to exist in pay 

quantities. Likewise, gold, silver and plumbago have been found in small quantities. 



Among its citizens who are considerably above three score years and ten, may be 

mentioned: Mrs. Sara Ghun, widow of Joseph Ghun, deceased, who is still living at 

the age of about eighty-one years. The venerable Isaac Robbins is till living at the 

advanced age of eighty-seven years. 

CHAPMAN TOWNSHIP. 

Chapman township was formed while the territory now contained in Clinton belonged 

to Lycoming county. Since its organization it has lost much of its territory by the 

erection of other townships. A portion was taken off in the formation of Grugan, in 

1855, and in the formation of Noyes, in 1875. 

The west Branch flows through the southern part of the township, and receives as a 

tributary Young Woman’s creek, which joins it at North Bend. 

Precisely when the first settlement was made in the township is not know. As far as 

can be learned a man named William Reed cleared a few acres of land at the mouth of 

Young Woman’s creek. He sold his improvement to Samuel Campbell. He in his turn 

conveyed the same to Thomas Robinson, who obtained a presumption warrant, dated 

October 1st, 1785, for 307 acres. The tract included nearly all the flat land adjacent to 

the mouth of Young Woman’s creek, and was afterwards conveyed by Robinson to 

Andrew Epple, of Philadelphia, by deed dated January 10, 1787. "The history of 

North Bend prepared by Judge James W. Crawford gives a full and complete account 

of the above transactions." 

A man named Bennett built the first grist mill in the township. A few years alter 

another mill was built at the mouth of Hyner run, and one was also built at the mouth 

of Paddy’s run. These, with another built at the mouth of Tangascootac creek, were 

the first, and for a long time the only manufacturing establishments on the West 

Branch above the Big Island. A salt well was bored about the year 1820 by a man 

named Boggs. It was located on the south side of the river, above the mouth of Boggs’ 

run. He sand the well to a depth of ninety feet, where he found water strongly 

impregnated with salt, but nothing was ever done towards the manufacturing of the 

article. 

About the year 1830 a modern water power mill was built on Hyner’s run by Leonard 

and Michael Bradney. This mill was purchased in 1852 by T. B. Loveland and Isaac 

Shaffer, who, in their turn, sold out to Hansel & Brother in 1855. 

In 1862 the Hansels built another mill about one-half mile farther down the run, but 

soon after sold their property to Kolter, Hoshour & Co., of York county, Pa. In 1872 



the firm built a steam mill. The sawing capacity of the steam mill was 5,000,000 feet 

per year. 

In 1866 an act was passed by the Legislature, authorizing the construction of a state 

road from North Point up Young Woman’s creek to Germania, in Potter county, a 

distance of twenty-six and a half miles. By a supplement to the act passed in 1867, 

Joseph Schwartzenbach, Joseph H. Bailey, John White and A. J. Quigley were 

appointed commissioners to lay out and open the road, which was accomplished in 

1874, and the road is now in good condition. In 1868 an act was passed, incorporation 

the Clinton and Potter county Navigation company, the object of which corporation 

was to improve and clear Young Woman’s creek for running down logs. 

In 1854 R. K. Hawley & Co. Erected a saw mill on Young Woman’s creek, about 

one-fourth of a mile from its mouth. In 1872 Messrs. Mensch & Lowenstein of 

Wilkes-Barre, built a steam mill. The mill had a capacity for sawing 6,000,000 feet 

per year. 

In 1863 Joseph and George Parsons and Henry Clark also built a large steam saw mill 

at the mouth of Paddy’s run. This mill was purchased in 1876 by Gamble, White & 

Co. In 1827 a building, which served the two-fold purpose of church and school 

house, was built at the mouth of Young Woman’s creek, under the supervision of Rev. 

Daniel Barber. The following episode in the history of Chapman township, was 

written by Hon. A. J. Quigley, a former resident of North Point: 

"In 1837, at the Gubernatorial election, every effort was made to re-elect Joseph 

Ritner. Thaddeus Stephens had designed the Gettysburg tape worm, and put in course 

of construction the West Branch division of the Pennsylvania canal. The workmen on 

the canal were anxious to have the work continue, and nothing but his re-election 

would in any event continue the work. The Democratic party, headed by David R. 

Porter, were opposed to internal improvements by the state, believing that all such 

enterprises could be managed safer by private corporation. Many believed that the 

construction of a canal to Erie was a stake of rather questionable policy. But the 

country being in the midst of a financial crash and hard times, the working men were 

looking to their own interest, and Thaddeus Stevens, a wily politician, seized the 

opportunity to take advantage of the manifest will of the laborers on the canal, and 

came up to Young Womanstown, and devised a plan with the workmen to ‘vote early 

and often.’ The election board was manipulated to make the oath easy and bear 

lightly, and Young Womanstown, hitherto unknown in history, only for its Indian 

tradition, became the notorious birth place of ballot-box stuffing, carried on to the 

present day in Philadelphia and other cities of the Union. Chapman township, which 

at that time had about fifty legal voters, polled over 700 votes for Joseph Ritner. The 

return judge, in carrying the returns to Williamsport, (this being then Lycoming 



county,) and who also was an untiring friend of Ritner, showed the open returns so 

often that they became sadly defaced, after which, to satisfy his many inquiring 

friends, he opened the sealed report, which act forfeited the legality of the report, and 

the board of return judges rejected it, and so save Young Womanstown the first and 

last illegal returns ever sent from that strong-hold of democracy. We have heard it 

said that it was dangerous to get to the window unless you could exhibit a ticket with 

name of Joseph Ritner. Patrick O’Flaherty would vote, and then go away and take a 

drink, and return to the window with other tickets and vote the name of John 

Dougherty, without a question from the ward, except a significant nod from the ‘boss’ 

who stood at the window indicating that all was right, and so they continued repeating 

all day." 

DUNNSTABLE TOWNSHIP. 

The township derived its name from William Dunn, one of its first settlers. It was 

taken from Bald Eagle township, and organized while its territory was a part of 

Lycoming county. Dunnstable township is bounded on the north by Gallauher, on the 

east by the West Branch and Pine Creek township, on the south by the West Branch 

and Lamar township, on the west by Woodward township and Lock Haven. The 

"Great Island," containing about 280 acres, is located within Dunnstable township. 

William Dunn, its first settler, took an active part in the Revolution, being one of the 

committee of safety for Northumberland county. He participated in many battles, 

among the number being those of Germantown and Trenton. Among the other 

pioneers of Dunnstable were Thomas Proctor and William Baird. The former was 

captain of the first Continental company of artillery, raised in Philadelphia. He was 

afterwards made a general. Other settlers followed Dunn and settled upon the rich 

lands of the township, and in a few years the territory in the vicinity of the Big Island 

was thickly settled. 

The village of Liberty was one of the most important places in the county at one time, 

and was settled at a very early date. The place received its name from the patriotic 

feelings of its first settlers. A store was kept in the village by one William Tweed, in 

1812, and a hotel was kept at the same time by George Quigley. Afterwards D. Moran 

kept a store near where the abutment of the river bridge now stands. 

The only business place in Liberty at the present time is the store of R. H. Quigley, at 

which the township elections are held. The public road crosses the island and reaches 

the place by the great Island iron bridges which were erected in 1889. 

In 1855 the postoffice at Lockport was removed to Dunnsburg, and called the 

Dunnsburg postoffice.. Jacob Myers was the postmaster. The office was afterwards 

moved to Liberty; from there returned to Dunnsburg, and finally returned to Liberty, 



where it has remained ever since. The name, however, was changed to Island 

postoffice, the name it now retains. The first church in Liberty was built by the 

Methodists in 1825. The present church structure was erected in 1870. Years before 

there was any structure erected for religious worship, circuit riders visited the place 

and held services in the dwellings of Zebulon and Benjamin Baird. The first school 

house in Dunnstable township was a log structure, which stood at the time on what is 

now the Stewart farm. George Quiggle, of Liberty, manufactured the first plows made 

between Bellefonte and Williamsport. He also manufactured harrows and grain 

cradles, which were greatly in demand at the time. R. H. Quigley, the present 

postmaster at Liberty, has kept store in the place for forty years. 

The culture of tobacco was introduced into Dunnstable township in 1838, by David 

Baird. 

As the Great Island is a part of Dunnstable township, a sketch of the same will not be 

out of place here. As before stated, it contains about 280 acres. One hundred years ago 

this island served as a landmark for many of the important military operations in the 

West Branch valley. It is known that previous to its early settlement by the whites it 

was a great council ground of the Indians. History records the meeting of 

representatives of several powerful tribes of Indians on this island in 1755. This 

meeting was held to discuss several propositions made to the red men by the French at 

the time of the French and Indian war. 

About the year 1768 a apart of surveyors visited this section of the west Branch 

valley, for the purpose of running off the Allison tract and probably others in the 

vicinity. They were accompanied by a hunter named William Dunn, of York county, 

Pa., whose sole occupation was to furnish meat for the party from the abundance of 

game that then existed. Dunn carried a very handsome rifle and other accouterments 

to correspond, which attracted special attention and admiration from an Indian chief, 

who claimed to be owner of the island. The chief was anxious to secure the objects of 

his admiration. Their owner refused to part with them, until at last he was offered the 

great Island in exchange for the rifle, its belongings and a keg of whisky. Dunn 

accepted the chief’s offer, and took possession of the "Big Island." After the whisky 

was drank the Indian wanted to trade back, a wish, however, which was not gratified, 

for Dunn knew a good thing when he saw it, and was determined to hold on to the 

island. It is said the Indians hung around the place for weeks, trying to get a shot at its 

new owner, who, knowing of their plans, kept out of their reach. The island was 

owned by William Dunn for many years, and at his death was divided among his 

heirs. One section of it is yet in possession of Elizabeth Dunn, widow of Judge 

William Dunn, a grandson of William Dunn, who purchased the land from the 

Indians. Of course the land was afterwards bought and the title secured from the 



Proprietary government, but history loves to relate the fact of its having been 

purchased at one time for a rifle and a keg of whisky. 

GALLAUHER TOWNSHIP. 

Gallauher township was erected September 18th, 1849. It is bounded on the north by 

Grugan township, on the east by Lycoming county, on the south by Line creek, 

Dunnstable and Woodward, and on the west by Woodward, Colebrook and Grugan 

townships. 

The first settler of which we have any account was John Gotschalk, who located on 

the Coudersport pike in 1835. The region at that time was a wilderness inhabited only 

by wild beats. After the west Branch canal was completed, many of the laborers 

employed in its construction settled in Clinton county. Among them were John and 

George Lovett, Andrew Nolan, John Hennessey and Michael Welsh, who selected 

farms in that portion of the present Gallauher township lying between Quinn’s and 

Plum runs, forming the community now knows as the "Irish Settlement." 

At the time that settlement was formed there was not a road within five miles, and not 

even a tree had been cut on the land taken by them. The howls of the wolf, the scream 

of the panther and the cry of the ferocious wild cat disturbed the midnight slumber of 

the sturdy settlers. Wild animals were very numerous, while herds of deer could be 

seen at one time, and panthers and bears would boldly carry off domestic animals in 

open daylight. 

The greatest difficulty that beset the early settlers of Gallauher township was the 

securing of supplies. There were no roads, and not even a bridle path. The settlers 

were compelled to carry their grain to mill on their backs, the nearest mill being at 

Chatham’s Run, a distance of five miles. This laborious and dangerous task was often 

performed by the women, who were neither lacking in courage or willingness to 

perform the work. 

The father of P. B. Crider, the latter who at one time was a citizen of Lock Haven, but 

who now resides in Bellefonte, settled in the township near the "Irish Settlement" in 

1845. 

Another early settler of the section was Thomas McCann, a bachelor, who lived by 

himself. He cultivated a small farm and seemed to enjoy life. One winter morning he 

was found dead in bed. The cause of his sudden departure from this life was never 

known. 



J. Focht was another pioneer settler of the township. He was a soldier under 

Napoleon, and was with him at the defeat of Waterloo. It is said that he was 

compelled to work two years to pay his passage to America. 

The Glovers, who located on the Coudersport pike at an early day, were also among 

the first settlers. 

The Jersey Shore and Coudersport pike is the boundary between Gallauher township 

and Lycoming county. This old and prominent thoroughfare, as its name implies, 

connects Jersey Shore with Coudersport, the county seat of Potter county. The first 

school house in the township was built in 1850. It was located near the residence of 

John Lovett. The township took its name from Judge Gallauher, who was instrumental 

in its organization. Jack Lovett, who was murdered by Charles Brown on the night of 

December 14th, 1889, was a son of John Lovett mentioned above. 

GREEN TOWNSHIP. 

Green township was organized in February, 1840. It is located in the southeast corner 

of the county and bounded as follows: On the north by Crawford and Lamar 

townships, on the east by Lycoming county, on the south by Centre county, and on the 

west by Lamar and Logan townships. The greater part of the township lies within 

Sugar valley. 

The Fishing creek is the principal stream in the township. The part of the township 

lying in Sugar valley is about 800 feet higher than the level of the Susquehanna river. 

The first settlement was made in 1800 by Rudolph Karstetter. Many of his 

descendants yet reside in Sugar valley. Among the other settlers who came to the 

section at an early day were the Schracks, Brungards, Kahls and Kleckners. 

Those who settled in the east end of Sugar valley previous to 1825 were John brown, 

Jacob Franck, Henry Price, Daniel Cromley, Major Philip Wohlfart, David Stamm 

and others. 

Previous to 1830 a man named Frederick Friedley erected a blasting furnace in the 

township. The said furnace was called "Deborah Furnace." It was operated for several 

years, and finally sold by the sheriff. Remains of "Deborah Furnace" may yet be seen 

in the extreme east end of the valley, near the Brown farm. 

John Kleckner built the first grist mill in Sugar valley about the year 1800. It stood on 

the site of the present mill at Loganton. 



The first school house in the township was built in 1824. It was still in use as a church 

in 1880. 

There are quite a number of mills in the township, the largest, perhaps, being the 

steam mill of Jamison & Co. The old Philadelphia mill, as it was called, which was 

built in 1845, and located near where the Rosecrans postoffice now is, and which was 

latterly called "Garrity’s Mill," was destroyed by the June flood of 1889. 

The township has ten good school houses, and an average term of six months. The 

village of Carroll, which is located at the extreme east end of Green township, 

contains about fifteen dwellings, a store and postoffice, a blacksmith shop and several 

minor industries. 

GRUGAN TOWNSHIP. 

This township was formed in 1851, the territory which it comprises being taken from 

the townships of Colebrook and chapman. It is divided into two nearly equal parts by 

the west branch. The township is bounded on the north by Gallauher, Colebrook and 

Chapman, on the east by Colebrook and Gallauher, on the south by Bald Eagle and 

Beech Creek, and on the west by chapman. 

The principal wealth of the township consists in lumber. At an early day the best 

quality of oak and pine could be found, but the forests are now nearly depopulated. 

The mineral wealth of the township consists of coal, iron ore and fire clay, but very 

little has ever been accomplished by way of developing the mines. In 1864 an 

organization, called the West Branch Coal, Iron Ore and Lumber Company, was 

formed for the purpose of developing the mineral wealth of the township. This 

company purchased over 15,000 acres of land upon the waters of Baker’s run, for 

which they paid $75,000. Lack of funds and great cost of getting the products to 

market, prevented anything of importance from being accomplished. 

By whom or at what time the first settlement in Grugan township was made is not 

definitely known. The earliest records that can be found claim that a tract of land, 

called "Indian Coffin," was surveyed to John Baker Atkin, October 8th, 1785. This 

tract included the land around the mouth of Baker’s run. About the time of the 

revolution, this man Baker Atkin lived on the tract which had not yet been surveyed to 

him, but when the war broke out he, with the other inhabitants of the section, left and 

went to "Reed’s Fort" for protection. Baker returned and secured his warrant in 1785. 

He was a German, and seemed to prosper by his industry. It is said he received the 

title of "King of the Narrows," as the valley west of Lock Haven was called. Baker 

built a water power grist mill, which was probably the first mill built west of Sunbury. 



Although it was a crude affair, it was a great improvement over the hand mills. Baker 

finally sold out and moved to the flat, now called baker’s town, where he died. 

The next settler seems to have been James Burney, who located on what is now the 

farm of ex-Commissioner John Grugan, at Glen Union. The tract was called "Settlers’ 

Lick," on account of a deer lick in the vicinity. It is though that Burney settled on this 

tract several years previous to the Revolution. The Grugans, from whom the township 

was names, were among the early settlers. Charles Grugan, the grandfather of 

Coleman and John Grugan, came to this country from Ireland about the year 1870. He 

was accompanied by his brother, John Grugan. They landed at New York, and there 

separated, the former coming to Pennsylvania dn the latter going to Canada. Charles 

was married to a sister of James Burney, above mentioned. He lived in Buffalo valley, 

and was frozen to death. He had two sons and two daughters. The sons were James 

and Alexander. They were great hunters, and the latter is said to have killed in one 

season fifteen bears at sixteen shots. Coleman and John Grugan are sons of 

Alexander. 

The first school in Grugan township was opened in 1830. John Taylor, a shoemaker 

by trade, was the first teacher. The school building was swept away by an ice flood in 

1837. 

The Baker tract was owned for a time by Buckman Claffin. 

The last elk ever seen in Clinton county lost its life in Grugan township. 

KEATING TOWNSHIP, (EAST AND WEST.) 

Keating township occupies the extreme southwestern portion of Clinton county. It was 

erected December 21st, 1814, and its territory enlarged by the addition of a part of 

Grove township in 1844. 

In 1875 it was divided into East and West Keating. 

East Keating is bounded on the north by Cameron county, on the east by Noyes 

township, on the west by Cameron county and West Keating, and on the south by the 

west branch. 

West Keating is bounded on the north by Cameron county, on the west by Clearfield 

and Cameron counties, and on the south by the West Branch. 

The first survey made in these townships was on August 13th, 1785, by John Houstan, 

in pursuance of a warrant dated at Philadelphia, May 17th 1785. The tract was 



surveyed to John Strawbridge. It consisted of 285 acres of land, situated on both sides 

of the Sinnemahoning creek, at or near its mouth. Strawbridge sold his claim to 

Patrick Lusk. His children, Robert and Martha Lusk, were sent from their home in 

Northumberland county to reside on the place, and they became the first settlers of 

Keating township. 

The next settler appears to have been John Hilderbrand, who settled on the Moore 

place in 1805. He sold his farm to Thomas Burges, who in 1830 sold it to James 

Moore. 

About this time John Conway settled at what is now called "Hickory Hill." 

John Rohn, Sr., settled in the same locality. John Rohn, one of West Keating’s 

prominent citizens, is a son of this pioneer. 

John Kryder, a native of Dunnstown, settled in East Keating in 1819. The following 

account of his death, which occurred April 25th, 1875, appeared in the 

Clinton Democrat of May 6th 1875. 

On Sunday, April 25th, there died in East Keating township one of the pioneers of the 

west Branch. John Kryder was born in 1800, and came to Keating when it was yet a 

part of Grove township, Northumberland county. His reputation as a carpenter, builder 

and mill wright was known and respected. He lived for a few years at Cook’s Run, on 

the farm of old Johnny Baird, (now owned by Squire McCloskey,) but finally settled 

down on the old homestead owned by Mattie Lusk, (sister of Mrs. McBride, who was 

murdered by Wade, ) on the north side of the mouth of Sinnemahoning creek, whom 

he afterwards took "for better or for worse," and lived with her for many years after. 

In 1848 his house was swept away by the flood, and nearly everything that he owned 

was also claimed by the raging waters; but, nothing daunted, he soon set to work and 

built himself another home, which still stands on the banks at the mouth of the creek, 

as a monument of his industry and handiwork. Indeed, there is scarcely an old house 

or mill between Lock Haven and Keating but that was partly built by his hands. 

As he grew up in years he became famous as a river pilot, and was counted one of the 

best on the river. During the last few years of his life he devoted most of his spare 

time to fishing, and was never so happy as when paddling his canoe on the river. 

He was the father of a large family, all of whom he has gone to meet but three — two 

sons and s\one daughter. Durell and Allison Kryder are well known to many of your 

readers, while his only daughter is the wife of our late commissioner, Wallace Gakle. 



PIONEER SCHOOLS. — "The first school house was built about the year 1830. It 

was built of logs, and within a few yards of the present school house, opposite 

Keating Station. John Rohn, Sr., was President; John Kryder, Secretary; and James 

Moore, Treasurer of the first Board of Directors. Robert Lusk, first Justice of the 

Peace, appointed and commissioned by the Governor." 

PIONEER TAVERNS — FLOOD. — "The first tavern was kept by Jacob Berge, in 

the house now owned by Caleb Cannon, situated about one mile from the mouth of 

the Sinnemahoning creek, and bore the very queer name of ‘Mad House,’ by which 

name the building is known at the present day. Robert Lusk also had a distillery (on a 

small scale), in which he made apple-jack from the large orchard on his farm. In the 

year 1847 the great flood swept away nearly ever improvement in the shape of 

buildings in the township." 

The first store in the township was built by C. C. McClelland, near the mouth of the 

Sinnemahoning creek. 

The pioneer industry of the township was lumbering. Each settler would cut and make 

his own raft, and float it down the river, sometimes as far as Marietta. 

Hunting and fishing at odd times kept the settlers in meat, and the skins of the animals 

killed would be taken to Jersey Shore and disposed of for groceries and other needed 

articles. 

East Keating has three railroad stations and three postoffices, viz: Round Island, 

Wistar and Keating. 

East Keating has four schools and West Keating three. The latter has no postoffice. 

LAMAR TOWNSHIP. 

Lamar township lies between the Bald Eagle and Sugar valley mountains. It is 

bounded on the north by Beech creek, Bald Eagle, Castanea and Wayne, on the east 

by Crawford and Green, on the south by Green, Logan and Porter, on the west by 

Porter township. 

Before Clinton county was formed, Lamar township belonged to Centre county, and 

included at that time the territory now embraced in Lamar and Porter townships. 

This township was named in honor of Major Lamar, a gallant Revolutionary officer, 

who was killed at the battle of Paoli. About one-half of Lamar township lies in 



Nittany valley, often called the "Garden of Clinton County," on account of the fertility 

of its soil. 

Among the first settlers of Lamar township were two men named Cowden and 

Birchfield. They both located in the east end of Nittany valley. They never secured a 

title to the land, hence it is not supposed that they remained very long, neither is it 

definitely known just what time they came to the section. It was, however, previous to 

1800. About this time John George Furst came from near Sunbury, Northumberland 

county, and obtained a patent for about 500 acres, also near the east end of the valley. 

This purchase was subsequently divided among his heirs, five in number, one of 

whom, Cline G. Furst, Esq., of Lock Haven, now owns the original homestead. The 

Snyders, Brumgards and several other families came to the township at an early day, 

and located where their representatives now reside, in what is known as the East End 

of the valley. The Snyder farm was purchased by a grandfather of John Snyder, its 

present occupant, previous to 1800. 

Though the early settlers of the township were mostly of German descent, there were 

some of other nationalities. Besides those already mentioned were the Herrs, Leidys, 

Hartmans, Kleckners, McGhees, browns, Spanglers, McNauls, Heards, Wilsons, 

Rishels, McKinneys and Porters, all of whom were permanent citizens. 

The firs school house in Lamar was built about 1810. It was constructed of logs, and 

at one stage of its existence was heated by a large stove, which projected through one 

side of the building, and received its supply of fuel, in the shape of logs, four feet 

long, from the outside. It stood on or near the lands of George Furst. 

In 1833 or 1834 a furnace was erected just within Lamar Gap by Messrs. Kurtz and 

Hepburn. It was thought that sufficient ore, or a good quality, could be obtained in the 

vicinity, but when the furnace was in blast the supply of material at hand proved to be 

unsuitable for profitable manufacture, and it was found necessary to haul all the ore 

used from Some distance up the valley, which made operations so expensive that the 

enterprise was soon abandoned. 

About the Year 1824 Samuel Hepburn & Co. Started a store at what is called cedar 

Springs. In 1833 they were succeeded by John S. Furst, Esq. 

At quite an early day Samuel Brown kept a tavern at or near the place now occupied 

by Furst’s store. It was probably the first public house in the township. Brown also 

had the first tan yard in the vicinity. 

Lamar township has turned out more prominent men than any other township in 

Clinton county. Among the number were Hon. Joseph Quay, who served as state 



senator from 1843 to 1846, and as associate judge and county commissioner in 

Clinton county. John Miller, first sheriff of Clinton county. Dr. George C. Harvey, 

who served as associate judge of the county from 1850 to 1856. Thomas McGhee, 

who served one term as sheriff and two terms as prothonotary. Hon. George J. Eldred, 

who represented the county in the Legislature. 

General D. H. Hastings, the hero of Johnstown, and adjutant general under Governor 

Beaver, was also a barefooted boy of Lamar township; and the citizens of the said 

township are very proud of the fact. 

Martin W. Herr, former county superintendent of Clinton county. S. M. McCormick, a 

prominent member of Clinton county bar, and Professor Daniel Herr, the oldest 

teacher in Clinton county and at one time county superintendent. Samuel Porter, who 

at one time resided in Lamar township, was a member of Morgan’s rifle command in 

the revolutionary war. He died January 10th, 1825, aged 79 years. He was buried the 

next day in Great Island cemetery, Lock Haven. 

Lamar township contains three villages — Salona, Mackeyville and Rote. This 

township also contains Cedar Hill cemetery. 

We are under obligations to ‘Squire J. C. Sigmund, of Salona, for the following sketch 

of the same: 

The Cedar Hill cemetery association was incorporated in the year 1870. Prior to that 

time the residents of the lower portion of Nittany valley had no place of interment 

except the old cemetery on the hill at the western end of Lock Haven, and several 

smaller ones, one of which was located in Bald Eagle valley, and the other two 

severally at the eastern end of the town of Salona, and on the hill on the southwest, 

where the old Reformed church stood. All of these had become crowded, and none of 

them possessed that order, nor were kept in that secure condition, which the eye of 

affection loves to see around the resting place of its dead. And more than this, no 

proper title, or guarantee against the ruthless hand of encroaching enterprise, was held 

by the parties who had buried in them. 

These considerations, and principally the last, impelled some of the prominent citizens 

of the valley to place their names to a petition, asking the court to grant them the 

charter under which they could attain to the ends desired. 

At a meeting of the petitioners held February 9th, 1870, five persons were chosen as 

managers, viz: Hugh Conley, G. J. Eldred, John P. Heard, James L. Stephenson and J. 

C. Sigmund. Another meeting was called on the 21st of the same month, for the 

purpose of effecting a more thorough organization, but, owing to the illness of Mr. 



Conley, was adjourned, and before another meeting was held the association had lost 

one of its most respected and active members, and the remains of Mr. Conley were the 

first, with the exception of those of a little child, to find a resting place in the newly 

consecrated ground, he having died just fifteen days after the first meeting of the 

association. 

At the next meeting William Hays was chosen to fill the vacancy caused by the death 

of Mr. Conley, and the following were elected officers: President, John P. Heard; 

Secretary, John C. Sigmund; Treasurer, James Stephenson. 

Among the dead buried here may be found the names of many of the early settlers of 

the valley, and some prominent strangers, notably those of the Chisholm family, who 

were murdered in the state of Mississippi in 1877, and brought to Cedar Hill and 

interred in 1779. 

The brutal murder of three innocent persons, father, son and daughter, in DeKalb, 

Kemper county, Mississippi, is still fresh in many memories, but we recall, briefly, 

some of the circumstances. Judge Chisholm had been pursued for ten years, and 

threatened by the Ku Klux, of Kemper county, and their sympathizing friends across 

the Alabama line. Several raids had been made upon him, the last just before the 

election. The matter coming before the United States District court, the Judge and 

John P. Gilmer testified against the ruffians before the grand jury. This so enraged the 

gang that they determined to kill those who had sworn against them as soon as a 

pretext could be found. 

One of the leaders, John W. Gully, was shot on the 26th of April, 1877, while riding 

through the woods on his way from DeKalb to his home. The banditti at once accused 

Chisholm, Gilmer and others with having instigated the murder. 

They were arrested — or rather, they gave themselves up — and Gilmer was shot on 

his way to jail, whilst Chisholm and his two children were mortally wounded in the 

jail; the others escaped. Subsequent events revealed the fact that Gully was shot by a 

negro whom he had threatened to kill, and who has since been hanged. More than this, 

there has never been a fact or circumstance that would sustain the shadow of a 

suspicion against Chisholm or anyone of the accused. 

LEIDY TOWNSHIP. 

Leidy township was stricken from Chapman township in 1847. It is bounded on the 

north by Potter county, on the east by Chapman township, on the south by Noyes 

township, on the west by Cameron county. 



The first white settler of Leidy township was Simeon Pfouts, who settled on Kettle 

creek in 1813. In the spring of 1814 he moved his family from their home in Perry 

county to the rude cabin he had built in the fastness of the mountains. He was an 

expert hunter, and game and fish furnished the largest share of his provisions. He 

reared a family of nine children. One of his daughters became the wife of Isaac 

Summerson, who is now a prominent citizen of Leidy township. Simeon Pfouts died 

August 26th 1856, from the bite of a rattlesnake which he was handling. 

Previous to 1820 — probably about 1819 — several men came to Kettle creek and 

settled upon the rich bottom lands of what is now Leidy township. An Englishman 

name Summerson settled on the northeastern side of Ox-Bow bend. He reared a 

family of ten children. Isaac Summerson, mentioned above, is a son of this pioneer; he 

now resides on the old homestead. 

During the year 1824 Jacob Hammersley and Archie Stewart settled at the mouth of 

the first fork of Kettle creek. They erected the first grist mill in this section. This mill 

was a great boon to the settlers, who, heretofore, were compelled to carry their flour 

from the river. Their groceries at that time were purchased near the "Great Island" and 

shipped to the homes of the settlers in canoes. Jacob Hammersley was a great hunter. 

He is said to have killed five elks in one day. He reared a family of nine children. 

Many of his descendants still reside on Kettle creek. "Old Jake," as he was familiarly 

called, died in February, 1873, at the age of ninety years. 

The first school house erected in Leidy township was built on the east bank of the 

creek, on the farm now occupied by Isaac Walters. The said house was erected in 

1844. The first teacher in the school was a man named Grimes. The next school house 

was erected on the western bank of the creek, opposite the point where the Boone road 

reaches the stream. There are now five schools in the township, which are kept open 

during the summer season. 

The first store where goods were offered for sale was erected on what is known as the 

Leonard farm. This was in 1858. In 1860 Hamilton Fish engaged in the mercantile 

business. In 1862 Munson & Goodman started a store, which they conducted for 

about nine years; then Munson sold out to Goodman & Brother. Clement & Mills 

conducted a mercantile business for about five years. They failed in January, 1874. 

John J. Walton, Benjamin Wheaton, Michael Campbell, Arthur Clement and Nicholas 

Watt have served as justices of the peace for Leidy township. The latter is acting in 

that capacity at the present time. 

The first hotel where liquor was lawfully sold in the township was kept by Isaac 

Summerson. 



The Paddy’s Run road was constructed by Derlin, Chatham & Co., in 1862. 

The first road extending from the river to Kettle creek was built many years before 

there was any settlement on Kettle creek. It was built under the supervision of an 

engineer named Boone, and has ever since been called Boone road. 

The Butler road was constructed from Sugar Camp run to the river in 1850. The 

distance was twelve miles. 

In 1869 an act of Assembly was passed authorizing the construction of a rod from 

Westport to the Potter county line. A. C. Noyes, Hamilton Fish and Nicholas Watt 

were appointed to superintend the work. 

The township was named after Judge Leidy, of Salona. The first election in the 

township was held in the house of Alexander Kelly. 

In 1864 a New York company put down an oil well to the depth of 888 feet, and as no 

oil was found the company ceased operations. 

White and red sandstone, of an excellent quality, are found in the mountains of the 

township. Fire clay and coal, of a superior quality, also exists in the township. Several 

large tracts of land have recently been purchased, and it will be but a short time until 

the clay and coal mines will be fully developed. A. H. Mann, of Lock Haven, owns a 

number of acres of land in the township, which is underlaid with the finest quality of 

fire clay yet discovered. 

Many Indian relics have been discovered in the Kettle creek region, such as fire places 

built of stone, stoneware, arrow heads and pipes, all of which go to prove that the 

section was once the home of the red man. 

LOGAN TOWNSHIP. 

What is now Logan township was originally included in Miles township, Centre 

county, and was organized previous to the formation of Clinton. At that time it 

contained the territory now embraced in Green township. 

Logan township is bounded on the north by Porter and Lamar, on the east by Green, 

on the south and west by centre county. 

The township received its name in honor of the celebrated Indian chief, Logan, who, 

according to tradition, had a path across the valley. The place were he crossed Nittany 

mountain is still called "Logan’s Gap." 



The only stream in the township of any importance is Fishing creek. 

The first actual settlement in Sugar valley was made soon after the Revolution by 

John Christopher Culby, who had been a Hessian soldier. He deserted the British 

cause and joined the Americans. He located on the farm afterwards owned by Joseph 

Herb, at Logan Mills. Samuel Jones, another Revolutionary soldier, was the next to 

arrive. The Grenningers, whose descendants now live at Tylersville, were also among 

the pioneer settlers of the valley. Philip Schreckengast, John Philips, John Strawcutter 

and Henry Spangler came at nearly the same time. Quite a number of settlers came 

from Brush valley and located in Sugar valley at a very early date. Among the number 

were Barnet Rockey, Michael Bressler, Michael Kettner, Philip Glantz and Frederick 

Womeldorf. About the year 1840 Colonel Anthony Kleckner built the stone mill at 

Logan Mills. About the same time Michael Kettner built a grist mill about three miles 

west of Tylersville. 

This property is now owned by John Ruhl, who now has a saw and shingle mill, 

which is erected near the site of the old mill. There are several saw and shingle mills 

in the township at the present time. 

John Lamey made a settlement in 1829 on the north side of the valley, which has 

since been known as "John Currin’s improvement." A settlement was made on the 

south side of the valley about 1819 by John Kitchen. 

The township contains three villages — Tylersville, Booneville and Logan Mills. 

There are six schools in the township, with an average term of six months. The 

schools of the valley, although for many years in a backward state, are now in a 

flourishing condition. 

NOYES TOWNSHIP. 

Noyes township was cut off from chapman in 1875. It is bounded on the north by 

Leidy, on the east by Chapman and Grugan, on the south by Beech Creek, and on the 

west by East Keating township. It is well watered by many streams. Among the 

number are Kettle creek and Drury’s run. Bituminous coal abounds in the mountains, 

and valuable mines are now being operated. There is also an unlimited amount of the 

best fire clay beneath the surface of the lands of Noyes township. A. H. Mann, of 

Lock Haven, owns a large tract of land in the township, underlaid with clay. 

The first settlement in the territory was made about the time of the Revolution, by 

Richard Gilmore. 



SHINTOWN SETTLEMENT. — The first settlement at Shintown was made by a Mr. 

Long about the year 1790, and after he abandoned it a man by the name of George 

Hunter succeeded him. Hunter lived here in 1806 or 1807 at the earliest; he had two 

sons and two daughters; lived in an old log house with the chimney built on the 

outside. Hunter subsequently moved west. He was succeeded by David Drake and 

David Summerson. Drake also moved west in course of time. The property at this 

time was owned by John Caldwell. It was sold by him to David Summerson, and was 

afterwards sold out by the sheriff and again purchased by John Caldwell, and finally 

sold by him to Jacob Kepler about 1831, who moved on it from Drury’s Run. 

The land on the north side of the river was improved by Joseph Carns and John Berry 

about 1806 or 1807. This property was owned by a Philadelphia party and sold to 

Jesse Hall. Carns moved to the flat now owned by William Stout, where he lived for 

many years. He finally sold his land to John Bridgens, who, after living on it for a 

number of years, sold it to William stout. 

The land on the south side of the river, near the mouth of McSherry’s run, was settled 

by Barney McSherry between the years 1810 and 1815. 

COOK’S RUN SETTLEMENT. — Cook’s Run was settled at an early day by a man 

by the name of James McGinley, perhaps about the time of the revolution or shortly 

after. It was known for many years as McGinley’s Bottom. This was then Pine Creek 

township, Northumberland county. This land was claimed by pre-emption right, and 

the warrant dated August 2d, 1785, and patent issued in the name of William Cook, 

under Governor Mifflin, dated May 26th, 1793. The land was purchased by William 

Cook, of the McGinley heirs. 

William Cook subsequently sold this property to one Samuel Hains, of Loyalsock 

township, Northumberland county, and in time he sold to John Carskaddon, May 6th, 

1795, and Carskaddon sold to John Baird, May 7th, 1810, both of Lycoming county, 

Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Baird had the first postoffice established at Cook’s Run, and he also got the mail 

route through from Dunnstown to Coudersport. He was appointed postmaster at 

Cook’s Run, and also had the mail route. This was the only postoffice for many years 

in what is now Noyes township. The office and the route were established in 1830. 

The Cook’s Run postoffice was abolished by the department in 1863. Mr. John Baird 

closed his earthly career in the year 1851. His property at Cook’s Run was divided 

between two of his daughters, Nancy, who is married to Abner McCloskey, and 

Emily, married to John McCloskey. Each of these have raised large families. A. O. 

Caldwell, late of Westport, was married to a daughter of Mr. Baird. 



PORTER TOWNSHIP. 

This township was cut off from Lamar in 1841, and named in honor of Governor 

Porter. It is bounded on the north by Beech Creek, on the east by Lamar, on the south 

by Logan, and on the west by Centre county. 

The McKibbens are supposed to have been the first settlers. They were of Scotch-Irish 

descent. The first settlers were pretty much all Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and went to 

church at Jacksonville, where stood the only church in that part of the country at that 

time. Rev. Wilson was the first stationed preacher at that place. Then came James 

Linn, the father of Judge Linn, who used to preach in the neighborhood, sometimes at 

the houses of James McKibben, David Allison and others. 

Other early settlers in the township were the Stephensons, Watsons, Dornblazers, 

Reeds, Brownlees, Allisons, McCloskeys and Shields. The Stephensons came to the 

township in April, 1795. They bought the land and settled where H. C. Allison now 

lives. John Watson settled near where Clintondale now stands. William, his brother, 

settled on the Dornblazer farm. John Shield settled on the land of which the farm of 

James Wilson is now a part. 

From the year 1800 to 1820 the following named persons came to this township: 

Andrew Eakins, father of the present James Eakins; Philip Walker, father of Philip 

and John Walker; Joseph Gamble, who married the widow of John Watson; Alex. 

Robertson, the Moores, Peter Smith, George Ohl, Esq., the Millers, Bechtols, William 

and Thomas Brown, James Nixon, and a number of others. Between 1820 and 1830 

came William C. Wilson, David Allison, Peter Seyler (who had a large family of boys 

and girls), William Devling, Valentine Meyer, Solomon Crotzer, J. P. McElrath (who 

was afterwards sheriff of the county), Martin Long, Robert Tate, John Best, Jacob 

Krape, Sr., John Solt, John Dornblazer, father of the present John and Peter 

Dornblazer. The latter came in 1831. 

Washington iron works were built in 1809 by William Beattie and John Dunlop. The 

later was killed in the ore bank. Beattie carried on the works for some time and failed, 

and left the country, after which Valentine Showers took the works and used up the 

stock. The works were then out of use for fifteen years, during which time they 

became the property of Mrs. Henderson, mother of Mrs. Calvert and Mrs. Bressler, of 

Lock Haven. About 1825 Irvin & Huston took possession and operated the furnace 

successfully for about ten years, when Whitaker & Co. Became operators. After the 

death of Benjamin Pyle, one of the firm, the works were operated by McCormick & 

Morris and James Irvin, and finally sold to Messrs. Fallon, and operated by them 

during the war, and since then by Samuel Watson, Barlow & Day, and later by Jacob 

Yearick. The works were abandoned in 1878, and have never since been operated. 



The first school house of which we could obtain any authentic information in that part 

of Lamar, now embraced within the territorial limits of Porter township, was located 

near Clintondale, on the farm of Mr. John Watson. It was built in 1808, and, like all 

other primitive buildings, was made of logs. 

The first term of school in this house was taught by Andrew Ackens, who did good 

service here in the capacity of teacher for a number of years. 

A year or two after the establishment of the school near Clintondale, a school was 

opened by Mr. Patrick Hughs, in a house located on Cedar Run, near the residence of 

David Allison. The third school building, erected about 1820, was located west of 

Cedar Run, on the farm of James McKibben. This was a frame house, and a slight 

improvement, in several essential particulars, on those previously built in the district. 

About 1830 a fourth school was established near the public highway leading to 

Bellefonte. The question of accepting or rejecting the system of instruction, provided 

by law, was submitted to the people some time during the spring or summer of 1834; 

and although the verdict pronounced at the ballot box was in favor of accepting, yet 

the system met with a strong and bitter opposition, which did not wholly subside for 

many years after. 

In the autumn of this year (1834) seven free schools were opened in the township, and 

placed under the control of the following teachers: Mrs. J. W. Ferree, George Furst, 

Samuel Hartman, James Stephenson, John Brady, James Crawford and Ezra G. 

Bartram. The first Board of School Directors were John Darnblazer, Sr., President; 

Joseph Milliken, Secretary; William C. Wilson, Israel Nuffy, David Allison and 

Valentine Meyer. 

Porter township now has seven schools, all in a flourishing condition. 

PINE CREEK TOWNSHIP. 

Pine Creek is one of the twelve townships into which the county was first divided, and 

is so called from the creek of that name which plows along its eastern border. 

It is bounded on the south by the West Branch, on the west by Dunnstable, on the 

north by Gallauher and Lycoming county, and on the east by Lycoming. 

The township is well supplied with water. AT one time the region through which Pine 

Creek flows was bountifully suppled with the choicest pine timber, hence the name 

which was given by the first settlers. The Indian name for the stream was 

"Tiadaghton." It is the largest tributary of the West Branch. 



The whole township was settled upon several years previous to the Revolution. The 

first settlers, who returned about the year 1785, settled on their improvements, made 

previous to time of the "Big Runaway," and took out their warrants. 

Among those who never returned was a man named Donaldson, who had settled on 

the tract known later as the Duncan farm, now owned by Crawford and Smith. 

Alexander Hamilton never returned, being killed by the Indians at Northumberland. 

His family returned and took out a warrant for his improvement in 1785. 

The first laid out road through the township was a bridle path; it was laid out in 1775, 

beginning at the mouth of Bald Eagle and ending opposite Sunbury. In 1797, soon 

after Lycoming county was organized, a view from Pine Creek, to and trough the 

Great Island, laid out a wagon road on the same ground. 

The first settlement on the north side of the river, in Pine Creek township, commenced 

in 1772. The first settlers were Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and, as in all other places 

where they located, they at once organized schools. 

The first house erected for school purposes was built of logs, and located opposite 

Sour’s ferry. Another was erected later on the main road, within a half mile of Pine 

Creek, where the brick school house now stands. This was quite a prominent 

educational institution. Reading, writing, arithmetic and surveying were taught. The 

teachers were mostly Irishmen. The pupils came from all sections of Pine Creek. One 

of the teachers who plied the birch, and taught the rule of three, was Rev. Kincaid, 

who was driven away by the Indians and never returned. 

Missionaries visited Pine Creek long before there were any churches built. The first 

church erected in the township was a frame structure located on the west bank of Pine 

Creek, two miles west of Jersey Shore. John Knox was the contractor. It remained 

unfinished for many years, and services were held without fire for twenty years. It was 

then heated by two fireplaces, and afterwards wood stoves were used. The structure 

was burned in 1842 and never rebuilt. Rev. Isaac Grier was the first regular pastor. In 

1814 Rev. John H. Grier was installed as pastor of this and the Great Island 

congregation. Rev. Grier served the Great Island congregation eleven years, and the 

Pine Creek and Jersey Shore congregations for nearly forty years. He purchased a 

farm in Pine Creek township, which he cultivated in connection with his pastoral 

duties during the later part of his life. He died in 1880, aged ninety-two years. 

The Coudersport pike was completed to Coudersport in 1833, a distance of sixty-five 

miles. In 1860 it was abandoned as a turnpike and located as a township road. From 

1820 to 1824, the mail was carried form Jersey Shore to Olean, a distance of 109 

miles. John Murphy was the mail carrier. He traveled on horseback. From 1832 to 



1840 a two-horse stage ran over the route. For four years of the time it ran once a 

week, and for the other four twice a week. 

Among the prominent events that have occurred in the township was the "Pine Creek 

declaration of Independence." On the Fourth of July, 1776, a number of men of the 

township assembled on the plains of Pine Creek and formally declared the 

independence of the colonies. Among the number present were Robert Lore, Thomas 

Nicols, John Jackson, Thomas Francis, Alexander Hamilton, John Clark, William 

Campbell, Adam Carson, Henry McCracken, Adam Dewitt and Alexander 

Donaldson. This event occurred before the citizens of Pine Creek knew the result of 

Richard Henry Lee’s motion in Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 

John Brown came to Pine Creek in 1809 from Northampton county. His son, Thomas 

Brown, married Priscilla Ferguson, a daughter of Andrew and Esther Ferguson. This 

wife died February 24th, 1834, and Mr. Brown was again married March 4th 1835, to 

Eleanor G. Ferguson, a sister of his first wife. Thomas brown died September 

12th, 1875. He was one of the leading citizens of his township, and was greatly 

mourned at his death. He owned a number of fine farms, several of which are at 

present owned by his descendants. 

The White family were among the pioneers of Pine Creek township. Colonel Hugh 

White was a captain in Colonel Hunter’s battalion, Commissioned April 19, 1776. He 

was six feet high, straight as an arrow, and of dignified deportment. He reared a large 

and highly respectable family. One son was killed by being thrown from his horse 

while riding a race. Colonel White himself died from an injury received by being 

thrown from his horse. His death occurred in 1822, when he was in his eighty-second 

year. 

Pine Creek township has eight school sin a flourishing condition. There are a number 

of industries of various kinds within the limits of the township, and some of the finest 

farms in the state of Pennsylvania. Tobacco raising has become a leading industry, 

and the weed is being cultivated with great success along the river bottoms. 

The villages of the township are Charlton and Richville. The venerable John 

Hamilton, who died in the township a few years ago at a very advanced age, was a 

man of learning and ability. The principal facts used in the preparation of this sketch 

was taken from articles written by him. He was probably the best authority on the 

subject that would have been found. 

WAYNE TOWNSHIP. 



Wayne township is one of the original twelve townships of Clinton county. It was 

taken from Nippenose township, Northumberland county, in 1795, when Lycoming 

county was organized. It was named in honor of General Anthony Wayne, or "Mad 

Anthony," as he was called. 

The township is located on the south side of the West Branch of the Susquehanna. It is 

bounded on the north by Pine Creek and Dunnstable, east by Lycoming county and 

Crawford township, west by Castanea, and south by Lamar township. Part of the 

township is several hundred feet above the river. It is well supplied with small streams 

and possesses considerable mineral wealth. 

The first white man to settle in what is now Wayne township was William 

McElhattan, an Irishman, who, about 1760, settled about one mile west from where 

the McElhattan creek empties into the river. McElhattan never received a title to his 

land. 

The next settler was Richard McCafferty, who settled on the river bank about one 

mile east of McElhattan creek. He died in 1770. He was the first white person buried 

in the township. 

The third settler was Robert Love, who settled on what is now called Love’s run, a 

short distance below Pine station. He built a mill, which was kept in operation for 

many years. 

Robert Love was one of the "Fair Play" men who passed the "Pine Creek Declaration 

of Independence" during the summer of 1776. 

Horn’s Fort, a famous resort of the early settlers, was built in 1774-’75. It was located 

on a high bluff a little west of Kurtz’s run, at which place there is a short curve in the 

river, giving a view of both banks, east and west, for over a mile. No doubt it was 

built there so that the approach of the wily Indian could be more easily seen, and give 

the settlers, in time of danger, time to flee to the fort for safety. 

Horn’s Fort was only a stockade fort, and was not supplied with any arms but the 

muskets and rifles of the settlers; it was the most advanced on the frontier, save 

Reed’s Fort, near where Lock Haven now is. The remains of Horn’s Fort could be 

seen till 1856-’58, when, by the building of the Philadelphia and Erie railroad, the last 

vestiges of it were destroyed. 

The mountain land was not much looked after till about 1804 or 1805. Among the 

permanent settlers who bought land and improved it were the Quiggles, who came 

from Lancaster in 1788, and the Montgomerys in 1790. The original Montgomery 



farm is now owned by Wilson, James and Andrew Montgomery. The Quiggle farm 

was owned by S. N. Quiggle till within a few years, when it was bought by Charles S. 

Gallauher. The last payment on this farm by the Quiggles is acknowledged by the 

following queer receipt, now in the hands of S. N. Quiggle: 

June the 27th, 1807. — Receivt by the Hand of George Quickle the Sum of Sixty-Two 

Pounts for John Quickle to the Yuse of Adam and George Wilt, I Say Receivt by 

"Henry Shearman." 

There were two Indian towns of considerable note within the limits of the township. 

On the Montgomery farm, about a half-mile northeast of Wayne station, was a town 

called "Patterson," over which a chief of that name of the Shawanee tribe ruled. In this 

town lived the famous Chinklacamoose, prior to going to "Chinklacamoose’s old 

town," now Clearfield. The other was called "Tucquamingy," and was on the farm 

now owned by Major Sour. 

PIONEER SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS. — The first school in the township was 

taught by Walter S. Chatham, father of ex-Sheriff Chatham, in an old, abandoned 

dwelling house near Kurtz’s run, which was prepared for school purposes. This school 

was opened in 1807-’8, and soon gained such a reputation that it was attended by 

students from Jersey Shore, Pine Creek and Nippenose, among whom were Robert G. 

White, afterwards judge, John and Isaac Brown, men of character and distinction. 

Though Chatham made no pretensions to teach anything but reading, writing, 

arithmetic and a little grammar, he was for many years considered the best teacher in 

this section. He continued to teach in this old house till 1813, at which time a new 

house was built on the Quiggle (now Gallauher) farm. This house was burned in 1827, 

on account of a man having, in a state of mental derangement, committed suicide 

within it. 

In 1830 a school house was built on the road leading to Sugar Valley. This house was 

used for school purposes until 1861, and was also used as a church from the time of its 

erection until the building of the union church, in 1853. 

Hon. James Chatham, Hon. G. O. Deise, Hon. J. W. Quiggle and James M. Deise 

received their early education in this school house. Wayne township has now four 

schools, with an average term of six months. 

Among her early and prominent citizens, were the following; Hon. G. O. Deise, 

attorney at law, who served as District Attorney of Clinton county from 1859 to 1865, 

and as representative for two terms. He died in 1873 at the age of thirty-six years; and 

James M. Deise, a brother of G. O. Deise, also a lawyer, who served three terms as 

District Attorney of Clinton county. He died in 1879 at the age of thirty-nine years. 



Hon. James W. Quiggle, father of Hon. Jas. C. Quiggle, who was a prominent lawyer 

and politician, was the first commissioners’ clerk of Clinton county. He was for 

several years associated with Allison White in the legal profession. He was Deputy 

Attorney General for four terms by appointment, and when the office became an 

elective one, he was elected by a large majority. He was elected State Senator in 1852, 

for the district composed of Clinton, Centre, Lycoming and Sullivan counties. Hon. C. 

A. Mayer read law with him, and for a time they were partners, practicing under the 

firm name of Quiggle & Mayer. In 1856 he removed to Philadelphia, where he was 

engaged in banking and real estate business until appointed by President Buchanan as 

United States Consul to Antwerp, Belgium, in 1859. He held the position three years, 

then, after a season spent in travel, returned to his home, where he died. 

Hon. James Chatham, who was born in Wayne township in 1814, received the 

rudiments of his education in the old school house before mentioned; was a 

shoemaker by trade, and followed that occupation for seven years. For about twenty 

years he acted as river pilot between Lock Haven and Marietta. In 1848 he was 

elected sheriff of Clinton county. At the age of forty years he began the study of law 

with Hon. C. A. Mayer, and was admitted to the bar two years later. In 1861 he was 

elected to the Legislature, and afterwards twice received the nomination of his party 

for State Senator and once for Congress. For several years he was United states 

Commissioner for Clinton county in the Western District of Pennsylvania. The 

Chatham family came from near Milton, Pa. Colonel John Chatham owned land and 

erected a mill on "Chatham’s run" at a very early day. His daughter, Susan, Married 

Judge John Fleming, who died in 1817. Colonel Chatham was grandfather of Hon. 

James Chatham. 

Wayne township is the seat of the West Branch camp meeting association grounds. 

These grounds were located on the banks of the McElhattan. The place was built up 

and greatly improved. Hundreds of tents and cottages were built. The grounds were 

laid out in streets and avenues, which were kept in the best of condition by the 

association. The place became quite popular as a summer resort. The June flood of 

1889 swept away nearly every vestige of improvement, and damaged the grounds to 

such an extent that they were abandoned. The stock of the Association was held by 

members of the Methodist church, and the grounds were under their control. 

The township is also the seat of the Pine Station camp meeting association grounds, 

which are located on Love’s run, three-fourths of a mile from the Philadelphia & Erie 

railroad. The stock of this association is nearly all held by members of the Evangelical 

association, and the meetings held each year are under their control. The grounds are 

beautifully located and well supplied with pure water. They are becoming quite 

popular as a place to spend the hot months of summer. Numerous and expensive 



improvements have been made to the place, and the association is at present in a very 

flourishing condition. 

WOODWARD TOWNSHIP. 

This township is located on the north side of the West Branch, opposite Lock Haven. 

It is bounded on the south by the river, on the west by Colebrook, on the north by 

Gallauher, and on the east by Dunnstable, and is about four by five miles in extent. It 

was organized in 1841, and named in honor of Hon. George W. Woodward, then 

President Judge of the district. In 1844 a portion of Dunnstable was annexed to the 

township, and in 1853 a part of Colebrook was added, so that now its area is 

considerably greater than when it was formed. The township is hilly and contains very 

little level land, with the exception of several hundred acres along the river. The soil is 

productive and especially adapted to fruit raising, and favorable to the production of 

grass, grain, etc. 

The pioneer settlements of the township were made upon the present sites of Lockport 

and Dunnstown. The history of these villages will be given in their proper places. 

The river flats of this township seem to have been a resort for the Indians. History 

tells us that at one time an Indian town stood where Dunnstown now stands; another 

called Pattersontown was located opposite the mouth of Chatham’s run. The next 

most important one was located on the level bottom, a short distance above Lockport, 

and belonged to the Monseys. Traces of their village were perceptible long after the 

arrival of the whites. The place is known to this day by the name of "Monseytown 

flats." 

Upon the farm of Isaac A. Packer have been found the bones of two Indians buried in 

the soil. In the mouth of one of the skeletons there was a well preserved clay pipe, 

which is now in the possession of Mr. Packer. 

In the spring of 1825 John Feller, John Witchey and Nicholas Ginter came from 

Switzerland and moved into what is now the "German settlement," then a dreary 

wilderness, without a house or hut or even a road. J. Feller built the first house, or 

rather log hut, in the settlement. Mr. Feller and seventeen men cut and hauled the logs, 

put up the house, split the boards, put on the roof and put in the windows all in one 

day. The next day Mr. Feller and family moved into their house. J. Witchey and N. 

Ginter put up houses soon after and began to clear up small patches for gardens, 

pasture, etc. This was all done without the aid of a team. Within ten years quite a 

number of people came from the "Faderland;" among whom were the Swopes, 

Probsts, Shoemakers and Wenkers. 



The first school house was built in 1841. The first teacher was William Riley. The 

school house was afterwards remodeled and changed into an Evangelical church, and 

used for that purpose until 1869, when the new church was built. Woodward now has 

six schools, with an average term of six months. 

The commissioners of Clinton county conferred a boon on the citizens of Woodward 

township when they purchased the river bridge and made it a county institution. 

 


